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_ golden fulvous bar round the nape; some feathers at the base of 
the bill golden yellow; outer edge of the primaries, and of the 
lateral tail-feathers, yellow; upper and lower tail-coverts, and a 
large patch at the base of the primaries (except on the first two) 
and secondaries, sangineous-red ; throat and breast bright gamboge- 
yellow, with a red tinge, and the rest of the under parts are slaty- 
green, tinged with yellow. The colours fade to slaty, with a faint 
tinge of green, and paler beneath. 

Bill yellow; legs fleshy-yellow; irides brown. Length 7 inches; 
wing 3,',; tail 3; bill at front 4; tarsus 1. 

The female is said by Hodgson to differ in the tail-coverts being 
fulvous yellow instead of red, but I found them precisely similar, 
the young only having those parts coloured as above. 

This Hill-tit is not so common at Darjeeling «s the last species, 
and inhabits a lower zone, from 3,000 to 6,000 feet, occasionally 
ascending higher. Its manners are very similar, and the nest has 
been brought to me, with the eggs very like those of the last, but 
with the spots less numerous. It is found chiefly in the S. E. 
Himalayas, from Nepal to Bootan, and I also found it on the 
Khasia Hills. 

Gen, Srva, Hodgson. 

Syn. Hemiparus and Joropus, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bill more Parian, short, somewhat conic, compressed, 
gently curved, tip entire; some weak rictal sete ; wings and tail 
less firm than in the preceding; the tail longish, with the four 
central feathers square, the others graduated, all broad; feet short, 
hind toe rather long ; claws well curved. 

This form is very distinct from the last, and is marked by its 
longer, broad tail, and Parian bill; the head too is somewhat 
crested. 

‘616. Siva strigula, Hopeson. 

Buyrn, Cat. 510—Horsr., Cat. 587—Muscicapa variegata, 
DewesserT, Mag. Zool. 1846, pl. 19—~and Souv. d’un Voyage, pl. 
8—Leiothrix chrysocephala, Jameson —Megblim, Lepch. 

Tae STRIPE-THROATED HuLt-TIT. 

Deser —Head fully crested, dull orange ; lores and cheeks whitish 

or yellowish ; the body above slaty, smeared with green; wings 
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black, the quills edged with yellow; the coverts olive-green ; 
edges of the middle alars fiery red; the outer webs of the secon- 
daries pale grey, tipped whitish ; tail black, with the two central 
feathers deep chesnut at the base, and for two-thirds of the outer 
web ; the next pair tipped yellow-white; and the rest with pale 
yellow on the outer webs and tips, increasing in extent to the outer- 
most, which is almost entirely pale yellow; beneath, the chin is 
orange-yellow ; the throat whitish or pale yellow, with black lunules 
or bands, and a black moustachial line bordering it; the rest, from 
the throat to the vent, yellow. In some the head is greenish 
instead of being orange, but I do not think that it is a mark of 
sex, rather of nonage 

Bill bluish grey ; legs pale brown; irides brown. Length 6} 
inches; extent 9; wing 24; tail 27; bill at front g; tarsus 1. 

This species extends throughout the whole Himalayas to the 
hill ranges of Assam. It is tolerably common in Sikhim, frequent- 
ing forests from 3,000 to 7,000 tect, most common perhaps in the 
upper portion of that zone. It goes in large flocks, keeping at 
a moderate height on trees, diligently searching there for insects, 
and every now and then uttering its monotonous call. The 
Lepchas call this and the two next by the same generic name, 
specitying this one the yellow “ Megblim.” 


617. Siva cyanouroptera, Hongesoy. 


Buyin, Cat. 511—Hoxsr., Cat. 588—Leiothrix lepida, McLEL- 
LAND—Megblim adum, Lepch. 

THE Biue-wincep HILt-tTI1r. 

Descr.—Above yellowish brown, passing to blue grey towards the 
head, which is blue, and rufescent on the rump; visible portion of 
the closed wing and tail cobalt blue; the secondaries, tertials, and 
tail tipped with white, and the outer tail-feathers white internally ; 
beneath whitish, with a reddish: lake tinge, fulvescent on the flanks; 
under tail-coverts pure white, forehead with a tew faint black 
streaks. 

Bill dusky yellow ; legs fleshy ; irides brown. Length 6} inches; 
wing 2}; tail 2}; bill at front 4; tarsus 3. The tail is even, 
with the outer feathers 3 inch shorter. 
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This very pleasingly plumaged Leiothriz is found in the Hima- 
layas from Nepal to Bootan, and also in the hills of Assam. It is 
common near Darjeeling, from 3,000 to 6,000 feet, and has similar 
manners to the last, being found in considerable flocks, with a hurried 
und lively manner, flying from tree to tree, alighting about the 
middle, and then hopping and climbing up to the topmost branches, 
hunting for minute insects with a lively chirrup. 

Siva nipalensis, Hodgson, is now reterred to Alcippe, Blyth; and 
Siva occipitalis, Blyth, to the next group. 


Gen. Minva, Hodgson. 


Syn. Certhiparus, Hodgson. 

Char.— Bill somewhat lengthened, slender. depressed at the base, 
very slightly curved, tip strongly notched, 1ictus nearly smooth ; 
tail rather shoit, slightly rounded; tarsus moderate; toes mode- 
rate, slender, basally much connected ; hind toe very large; claws 
much curved and compressed. 

These birds, says Mi. Hodgson, have a quasi-Certhian structure, 
as shown both in bill and fect, and less su in the tail. ‘hey are 
excellent climbers ; partake of seeds less tian the previous species, 
and are very like the Tits in their habits. 


618. Minla ignotincta, Honcsox. 


Bryn, Cat. 512—Horsr, Cat 589—Leiothrix ornata, MCLEL- 
Lanp—Minla, Nep.—Meyhlim ayene, Lepch, i. e. the Red Megblim. 


Tue Rep-TaiteD IIr1-tir. 


Deser.—Head and nape black, with a broad supercilivry white 
band, and, beneath this, another black band through the eve; 
mantle luteous-olive, tending to vinous on the bach of ‘the 
male; wings and tail black, broadly margined with crimson on 
the tail and primaries, which are also tipped with the same; the 
other wing-feathers are edged with white; throat white; the 
rest beneath bright yellow. 

The female is white beneath, and the colours somewhat duller. 

Bill blackish; legs horny yellow; irides brown. Length 5¢ 
inches; extent 7}; wing 2$; tail 2}; bill at front tri tarsus }¥. 
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This very pretty bird is tolerably common about Darjecling, 
ranging from 5,000 to 8,000 fect. It may be seen in Darjeeling 
station, often in company with the common Hill-tit, Parus 
monticolus, in small parties of five or six, hunting about the extreme 
branches of trees, clinging round and under them, diligently 
searching for insects. Its nest has been brought to me, of ordinary 
shape, made of moss and gra-s, and with four white eggs, with a 
few rusty red spots. It has been found from Nepal to Bootan, 
and extending into the hill ranges of Assam. I found it far from 
rare at Cherra Poonjec. 


619. Minla castaniceps, Hopcsoy. 
Birt, Cat. 514-——Hoxsr., Cat. 590— Prong-samyer-pho, Lepch. 


Tue CHESNUT-NEADED FILL-TIT. 


Descr.—Above olive-brown, with a bright chesnut head, the 
feathers streaked with white, and a white superviliury streak extend- 
ing to the nape; car-coverts dusky, mixed with white; a narrow 
moustachial band black; quills dusky slaty; middle of the wing 
edged deep rusty, forming a band ; the first two outer primaries 
hoary; tail olivaceons externally, dusky on the inner webs; be- 
neath, the chin and throat white, also the middle of the belly, the 
sides of the breast and abdomen hutescent. 

Bill dusky brown; legs fleshy ; irides brown. Length 5 inches ; 
wing 2}; extent 7; tail 13; Dill at front ..*. ; tarsus 4. 

This species is found in the South-cast Himalayas, from Nepal 
to Sikhim, extending to the Khasia Iills. It is tolerably common 
near J)arjeeling, inhabiting a slightly lower zone than the last, and 
its habits much resemble those of that species. In its coloration 
it shows an approximation to some of the next group. 


620. Minla cinerea, Bryru. 
J. A. S., XVI. 449. 


Tue Dousky-creen Hrw-TI7. 
Deser.—Grevish green above, the feathers of the head broadly 
margined with black, with a pale yellow supercilium, and, above 
this, a black one; cheeks mingled dusky and white; secondaries 
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edged with yellowish, and the tertiaries edged grey; beneath pale 
yellow. 

Some birds (females ?) differ iu Leing somewhat more cinereous 
above, and whitish beneath. 

Bill dusky ; legs fleshy yellow ; irides brown. Leagth 44 inches ; 
wing 2}; tail 13; bill at front ;% ; tarsus j. 

This species is not common in Sikhim, but appears to be more so 
in Nepal. I only got one specimen at Darjeeling, but I have 
since obtained it on the Khasia Hills. 


Gen. Puroparus, Hodgs. 
Bill entire, quite parian; head crested; wings short, bowed ; 
tail narrow and cuneate ; tarsus rather long; feet moderate; hind 
toe long, its claw very long; nails all large, moderately 
curved. 

This name was at first bestowed on the Siva group, but subse~ 
quently transferred to this place. The two species at present 
composing the genus are very distinct in aspect, though agreeing 
somewhat in their structural characters. The first has the more 
typical coloring of the group. 


621. Proparus chryscus, Hopeson. 


Gray’s Zool. Misc. 1844—P. chrysotis, Ilopcson, apud BLyTH, 
J. A. S, XILL 938—Bryrn, Cat. 516—Horsr., Cat. 592— 
Prong-samyer-pho, Lepch. 

Deser.—Ucad and throat fine dark silvery ash-grey, paler on 
the throat; rest of the upper plumage olive-green, passing to 
yellowish on the rump; -car-coverts silvery ash; a longitudinal 
band of rich orange-ycllow on the wings, formed by the margins 
of the secondaries ; the outer primarics edged yellow ; the inner 
edge of the tertiaries margined with white, and the secondaries 
have also a white spot at their tip; the basal two-thirds of the 
tail feathers (except the central pair) are edged with orange 
yellow; plumage beneath bright yellow. ‘The female differs in 
having the colours less bright, the lower parts ashy white, 
merely tinged with yellow, the yellow of the wings and tail also 
being much fainter, and the green above more ashy. The green 
of the back has a tendency to fade to ashy, even in the male. 
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Bill plumbeous ; legs pale fleshy; irides brown. Length 44 
inches; extent 6; wing 2; tail 2; bill at front not +5. 

This pretty little bird is not very common in Sikhim, and I did 
not myself observe it. It is also found in Nepal, but 1 did not 
procure it on the Khasia Hills, 


622. Proparus vinipectus, Hopeson. 
Siva, apud Hopeson.—Buytu, Cat. 515—Horsr., Cat. 593. 


THe PLaIn BROWN HILL-TIT. 


Descr.—Head crested ; plumage above and car-coverts brown,’ 
passing into rusty in the rump; wings and tail dusky black, with 
the outer webs of some of the quills rusty, and the buse of the 
caudals the same; the first four primaries with hoary edges; a 
white eyebrow extending to the nape; beneath, dirty white, tinged 
with vinous on the breast, and somewhat brownish towards the 
vent. 

Bill and legs fleshy brown. Length 43; wing 24; tail not 
quite 2; taiaus }é. ‘ 

This bird was originally described by Hodyson as a Siva, and 
afterwards Proparus. Bonaparte has made ita l’wcila of Kaup 
among the true Puri. Ilodgson remarks of it “distinguished by its 
perfectly Parian bill without a trace of a notch, and by its long, 
but not very falcate nails.” 

Besides its strong allinities for Parus, it also tends in its colora- 
tion towards the next group. It has hitherto only been sent from 
Nopal and the N. W. Himalayas. 


3rd.—Flower-peckers ( /wulee). 

These birds have the bill more slender and lengthened, and 
slightly curved in some, They are, like the last, mostly social in 
their habits, frequent the eatreme branches of trees, especfally 
searching flowers for the minute insects harboured there. Moat 
of them are of plain and sombre plumage; one genus only having 
somewhat bright colours. 

Gray places them in his Mniotiltine, next to the Parine. Hors- 
field classes most of tnem in the Pycnonotine, one alone, Erpornts, 
inthe Timaline. Bonaparte locates them in the Melliphogine ; and 

25k 
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Blyth considers that Zos/erops belongs to that group, but places 
the first three genera with the Leiotrichine. 1 think that there 
can be little doubt, but that this is their proper location. The near 
affinity of some of the species for Siva and Miala is patent to all; 
and, although there may be some doubts about Zosterops and 
Erpornis, yet most Ornithologists have classed the former genus 


along with Fuhina. 
Gen. Ixutus, Hodgson 


Char.—Bill short, straight, slightly curving at the tip, and 
notched ; a very few minute rictal sete ; wings moderate, the first 
three quills graduated, the three next sub-equal; tail moderate, 
even or slightly forked; tarsus moderate, stout; toes rather short, 
stout, slightly unequal, syndactyle at the base; hind toe larger and 
broad; claws tolerably curved. 

This genus differs from Yuhina, with which it was at first 
classed by Hodgson, in its shorter bill, simple tongue, and some 
few other points. 

These are birds of plain and sombre plumage, with the head 
furnished with a full crest. They are strictly arboreal in their 
habits, and cling to the minute twigs and flowering branches, 
or even climb up the larger boughs. They feed both on 
fruits, buds, and insects, and are particularly fond of searching 
flowers for smal] imsects and lave. The tongue is simple or 


nearly so. 


623. Ixulus flavicollis, Hopcson. 


Yuhina, apud Hopgsox, As, Res. XIX, p. 167—Bryrn, 
Cat, 518—Horsr., Cat. 402—Siripchong-pho, Lepch. 


Tne YELLOW-NArED FLOWER-PECKER. 


Deser.—Above dull pale brown, with a dusky tinge; head pure 
rich brown; cheeks and nape paler brown; back of the neck 
tusty yellow, continued in a demi-collar round the sides of the 
neck; a dark brown moustache; primaries edged externally with 
white on the outer webs; lining of wing also white ; chin and throat 
white; rest of the body beusaili pale yellow, the sides shaded with 
brownish. 
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The female is usually nearly white beneath, or with the yellow 
very dilute. 

Bill fleshy brown; legs fleshy yellow; irides brown. Length 
5} inches; extent 7}; wing 24; tail 2}; bill at front 1%; tarsus 7. 

This was originally described by Hodgson as a Fuhina, but, on 
subsequent examination, referred to a new genus. 

This is a very common and abundant bird about Darjeeling. 
It associates in large flocks, is very active, incessantly on the move, 
and diligently hunting among the foliage of bamboos, and various 
other trees, for minute insects and larvae, and keeping up a 
continual twittering the whole time. I have repeatedly had the 
nest brought to me. It is large, made of leaves of bamboos, 
carelessly and loosely put together, and generally placed in a 
clump of bamboos. The eggs are three to five in number, of a 
somewhat fleshy white, with a few rusty spots. It inhabits the 
whole Himalayas from Mussooree to Bootan, from 5,000 feet 
(perhaps lower in the winter) to 9,000 feet, and upwards. It 
keeps its crest generally elevated when feeding, showing very 
distinctly the rusty-yellow nape. 


624. Ixulus occipitalis, Byrn. 


Siva, apud Burra, J. A. S. XIII, 937—Bryrn, Cat. 517— 
Horsr., Cat. 676—Temgyeng-pho, or Turringing-pho, Lepch. 


THE CHESNUT-HEADED FLOWER-PECKER. 


Descr.—Crown and nape ferruginous brown ; the coronal feathers 
elongated, and showing a full, but not lengthened or pointed crest, 
some white on the occiput and nape ; rest of the upper plumage dull* 
brownish olive-green; the shafts of the dorsal and scapulary 
feathers pale ; beneath, like the back, but much paler, and rufescent ; 
the throat white, and lower tail-coverts brownish ferruginous, 

Bill black ; legs pale yellowish brown; iris brown. Length 5} 
inches ; wing 2}; tail 24; tareus 3; bill at front g. 

This is alsoa very common bird about Darjeeling; has similar 
habits to the last, and constructs a like nest. 

A very closely allied species has been described by Horsfield in 
his Catalogue, No. 677, Iz. castaniceps, said to have been brought 


260 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


from Affghanistin by Griffiths, but more likely from Assam ; and 
indeed, since the above was penned. I procured it on the Khasia 
Hills. 
625. Ixulus striatus, BrrTx. 
J. A. S. XXVIIL p. 413. 
Tur SrxiaTEpD FLOWER-PECKER. 


Deser.—Above. the whole plumage dull earthy brown, the 
feathers all with white shafts; quills dark brown ; tail the same, 
with all except the central feathers tipped white ; beneath albescent, 
sullied on the abdomen. 

Bill dusky brown, fleshy yellow at the base; legs pale brown ; 
irides light brown. Length 5 inches ; wing 24; tail 2}; bill at 
front #; taisus Z. 

Mr. Blyth described this species from a specimen sent from 
Tenasserim. I obtained one specimen at Darjeeling and another 
on the Khasia Hills, which I shot at about 4,500 feet of elevation. 


Gen. Ytntna, Hodgson. 


Syn. Polyodon, Hodgs. 

Char,—Bill moderate or rather long, slender, much compressed 
beyond the nares ; tip of the upper mandible slightly inclined, with 
three minute tecth on each side (nothowever always distinguish- 
able) ; a few weak rictal bristles ; wing as in the last; tail moderate, 
nearly even, or divaricate; legs and feet strong, slender, hind toe 
and claw very large ; claws well curved. 

This genus diflers from the last by ite longer bill, somewhat 
brushed tongue, and, in its habits, it is still more a Flower-hunter. 
The head is more or less crested; the tongue is deeply cleft, fila- 
mentous and brushed. Wodgson says “ They adhere exclusively to 
the wild uplands, preferring the lower and more umbrageous to the 
higher and barer trees, and scem to procure no portion of their food 
from the ground. ‘They are usually found in small flocks, and have 
a monotonous fecble monosyllabic note. They feed on viscid, 
stony berries and fruits, and tiny insects that harbour in the cups of 
large deep flowers, such as the Rhododendrons, and to which the 
birds cling with their strong feet.” 


' 
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626. Yuhina gularis, Honasoy. 

As. Res. XIX. 166—Buytn, Cat. 519—Horsr., Cat. 399— 
Fugi-pho, Lepch. 

Te STRIPE-THROATED FLOWER-PECKER. 

Descr.—Above, with tertiaries and tail, obscure olive-brown ; cap 
with a full, soft, somewhat recurved crest, darker and purer brown; 
primaries and secondaries black, the former witha narrow edging 
of hoary; the latter with a broad one of orange-brown, the lining 
of the wings and inner margin of the quills, towards their bases, 
albescent ; tail dusky internally ; chin, throat, and breast, obscure 
rufous wood brown, albescent on the chin and throat, which are 
spotted longitudinally with blackish, and bounded laterally by 
longitudinal stripe of the same hue; the rest of the body below 
bright orange-rusty. 

Bill fleshy brown with dusky culmen ; legs deep orange; irides 
brown. Length 64 inches; extent 82; wing 3; tail 24; bill at 
front 3%, ; tarsus not quite +4. 

This is a very common and abundant bird near Darjeeling, and, 
according to the season, is to be found from 4,000 to 10,000 feet, 
and upwards. It associates in large flocks, sometimes fifteen, 
twenty, or more : these fly from tree to tree, alighting on the middle 
branches, and thence climbing sometimes over the mossy trunk, 
and hopping from branch to branch, they gain the summit, 
hunting all the while most carefully for small insects und larve. 
In winter they feed a good deal on small berries of various kinds. 
In April, when the Rhododendrons were in flower on Mount 
Tongloo, at 10,000 feet, 1 found them in immense numbers, 
on the very summit of the mountain, feeding on the minute 
insects harbouring in the flowers. This species is found from 
Nepal to Bootan. 


627. Yuhina oecipitalis, Honason. 
As. Res. XIX.—Btyrn, Cat. 520—Horsr., Cat. 400. 
Tae Siaty-nKeapDep Hitt Tit. 


Deser.—Top of the head (which is well crested), and back of 
the neck, dull slaty brown, with hoary stripes ; the forehead narrowly 
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tinged with rusty ; the back of the crest and nape bright rusty ; 
the rest of the upper plumage, with the tertiaries, and outer webs 
of the larger quills, und of alf tho tail-feathers, dull olive 
or rufescent brown; quills and cail feathers dusky on the inner 
webs ; quills beneath, near the base, pale buff; lining of wings 
white ; ears, chin, lower neck, and breast, vinous buff; an in- 
distinct black moustachial line; the lower belly, and under tail- 
coverts, deep rusty ; middle of the abdomen rusty white or greyish, 
tinged with rusty. 

Bill fleshy red; legs orange buff; irides brown. Length 5} 
inches ; extent 74; wing 24; tail 2; bill at front 4; tarsus not 43. 

This bird i. rare at Darjeeling, and I only procured one or two 
specimens ; one that I examined had caten berries. It is found 
in the Ilimaiayas, from Nepal to Bootan. 


628. Yuhina nigrimentum, Honcsov. 
J. A.S. XIV. 562—Honsr., Cat. 401—Buryrn, Cat. 1934. 


Tar BLACK-CHINNED FLOWER-PECKER. 

Descr.—Ilead (crested) and nape, slaty grey; back and rump 
dull olive-green ; quills and tail dusky, edged with the same; tip 
of chin and lores black ; cheeks grey ; ear-coverts whitish ; thioat 
white, the rest of the lower parts fulvous or rufescent, slightly 
darker on the lower tail-coyerte 

Bill dusky above, lower mandible red ; feet reddish yellow ; irides 
brown, Length 44 inches; extent 6}; wing 22; tail 14; bill at 
front $; tarsus %. 

This is © somewhat rare bird. I found some seeds and some small 
insects in the stomach of once I examined. Its forehead was pow- 
dered with pollen. A nest was once brought me which was 
declared to belong to this Species; it was a very small, neat 
fabric, of ordinary shape, made with moss and grase, and 
contained three small pure white eggs. The rarity of the bird 
makes me doubt if the nest really belonged to it. It has as yet only 
been found in Nepal and Sikhim. The two last species of Yuhina, 
though not well known, apparently, to the Shikarees, were called 
by them Turringing-pho, the name properly applied to Izulue 
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The next bird differs from the rest of this group by its bright 
plumage, and the scale-like feathers of the head. 


Gen. Myzornis, Hodgson. 

Char, —Bill rather long, slightly curved, slender, entire; nostrils 
almost closed by an impending scale; gape with a few fine vibrisse ; 
wings much graduated; 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th quills sub-equal and 
longest ; tail short, even; tarsus moderate; outer toe much syn- 
dactyle; claws moderately curved; hind claw large. Plumage 
soft, dense, and copious, very puffy over the rump; feathers of 
the head scale-like ; tongue brushed. 

This genus is unhesitatingly placed by all modern Systematists 
in the situation now given to it It has some of the characters of 
the Nectariniw, viz. the scale-like characte: of the feathers of the 
head and its bright plumage; but the white tips to the quills, and 
the red bar on the wing are characters which point out its relation 
to this sub-family. 


629. Myzornis pyrrhoura, Hopeson. 


J. A. S., XII. 984—Brirn, Cat. 521—Horsr, Cat. 403— 
GOULD, Birds of Asia, pt. VIIL. pl 7—Jho sagert-pho, Lepch. 
i, e. the Mountain Honeysuchei. 

Tur Fikr-1attep FLOWER-PECKER. 

Deser.—Geneial colow fine lively grass-green, becoming bright 
emerald green on the forehead and ciown, the feathers of which 
have black centres; lores deep black, which color is continued 
through the eyes; under parts paler, with a slight rufous cast on the 
throat and upper part of breast; lower tail-coverts yellow; wing- 
coverts and tertiaries green, like the back; primaries black, the 
first eight with white tips, and mostly edged white ; the secondaries 
edged red and white, and with a white spot on their tips; tail 
with the central feathers green, faintly edged externally with red, 
and tipped dark ; the other all dusky internally, red on their outer 
webs, and black-tipped. 

Bill dusky brown; legs fleshy ; irides brown. Length 5} inches; 
wing 27; tail 2; bill at front 4; tarsus 4. 

This very beautiful bird is rare at Darjeeling, and I only shot 
one, myself, close to the station. It was clinging at the time to the 
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trunk of a large tree; not very far from the ground, ‘en which it 
had flown from a shrub near at hand. Another which fitocared 
had been shot by a pellet-bow in the station, on a shrub close to 
the road. It apparently keeps to the higher elevations, from 
6,500 fect and upwards. One [ examined had eaten small insects. 
It has only hitherto been found in Nepal and Sikhim. 


The next form is also a somewhat anomalous onc, both as regards 
structure and coloration, and, like the last, is founded on a single 
species. 

Gen. Expornts, Hodgson. 

Char.—Bill moderate or rather long, conic, compressed, strong, 
straight, pointed ; tip of the upper mandible longer and notched, 
nostrils exposed; wings moderate, round, 5th quill longest; the 
first small; tail bifurcate, simple ; legs and feet moderately strong. 

This genus is placed by Giray and Horsfield next to Stachyris 
among the Zunulinw. Bonaparte locates it with the Pycnonotine. . 
Blyth places it where 1 have done, but with the remark ¢ incerta 
sedis.” In its coloration, as in the form of its bill, it is related 
to Zosterops; by the stiuctue of the feathers of the head to 
Myzornis ; and it has also some aflinity or analogy to Jora. 


630. Erpornis xantholeuca, Hopeson. 


J. A. 5. XUI. 380—LBxi ru, Cat. 528—Horsr., Cat. 343— 
Dang-pu-pho, Lepch. 


Tue WilTk-BELLIED FLOWER-PECKER. 


Descr.—Above light green, beneath dull milky-white; coronal 
feathers elongated and spatulate, 

Bill pale horny-bown; logs fleshy red; irides light-brown. 
Length barely 5 inches; extent 73; wing 24; tail 12; bill at 
front 4; tarsus §. 

This is not 8 very common bird at Darjeeling, and I had not 


an opportunity of observing its habits. Itis found from 2,000 feet 
or less, to 5,000 feet. 











* We have here a remarkable instance both of the difficulty of arranging aberrant 
members of any group, and at the same time of the intricate relations that appear to 
exist among the outlying species of allied famulics. 
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“It extends from Nepal, through Sikhim to Arraken, and even to 
‘the: Malay: Peninsula. This extended geographical distribution, 
1 may remark, is. in some degree, in favor of its relationship to 
Zosterops. 

The next genus differs from the preceding ones in having 

wide geographical distribution, and comprising numerous species. 

Gen, ZOSTEROPS. 

Char.—Bill somewhat conic, stout, acute at the tip, slightly but 
distinctly notched ; culmen slightly curved; rictus smooth; eyes 
surrounded by close-sct white feathers ; nostrils lengthened, exposed : 
wings moderate, 3rd and 4th primaries about equal and longest ; 
1st a little shorter than 2nd ; tail short. even ; tarsus moderate ; toes 
strongish, two laterals nearly equal, outer syndactyle; hind toe 
strong; claw well curved. 

Horsfield classes Zosterops in his Pyenonotine, between Myzornis 
and Jora ; Gray in his Mniotiltine next, to Yuhina ; and Bonaparte 
and Blyth in Melliphagine. Some of the species extend from 
India, through the isles, to Australia even, the head quarters of 
the Honey-eaters; but also to the Mauritius, Madagascar, and 
Africa; this distribution in Africa is against the view of its 
being a really Melliphagous genus; and, as it undoubtedly has 
affinities with the birds with which it is placed here, I prefer 
keeping it in this group. 


631. Zosterops palpebrosus, T'rmrvck. 


Sylvia, apud Temm., Pl, Col. 293 f. 3—Z. Maderaspatana, 
Auct. BuytH, Cat 1333—Horsr., Cat. 406—Jerpon, Cat. 128. 


Tne WHITE-EYED TIT. 

Deser.—Above light siskin green, with a circle of close white 
feathers round the eye; throat and upper breast canary yellow; 
belly bluish white ; leg feathers, lower tail-coverts, and some of the 
feathers on the abdomen, tinged with pale yellow. 

Bill blackish, horny at the base beneath; legs reddish horny ; 
irides light yellow-brown. Length 44 inches; wing 2,5,; tail 14, ; 
bill at front 74; tarsus 3; extent 6}. 

This bird is spread throughout the whole of India, from the 
Himalayas to the extreme south, and extends to Assam, Arrakan, 

2% 
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Fenasserim and Ceylon. Towards the svuth it is somewhat rare, 

and only found at high elevations; but, as you get further north, 

it becomes more common, but chiefiv occurs in hilly regions, and it 
is not found in Lower Bengal. It is very sbundant on the Neil- 
gherries, both in the woods and in gardens; and there it may be, 
seen clinging to flower stalks, extracting the minute insects 
that infest flowers, by the pollen of which its forehead is often 

powdered. It associates generally in small flocks. is lively 

and brisk in its movements, and keeps up a continual feeble 
twitter. In the plains it i» found in well-wooded districts, or 
jungly places, only, 1 think in the cold weather. It breeds 
on the Neilgherries, and makes an exceedingly neat deep cup- 

shaped nest of moss, lichen, hair, &c., not suspended, in those 

I have seen, but fixed in the fork of two small branches, in a 
Barberry or other low bush. 1 found two eggs only in several 

nests, of a very pale blue, almost like skimmed milk. Hutton found 

at Mussoorce that it generally suspended the nest by some fibres, 

hair, or silk. Ie describes the ezgs as whitish green. He further says 

that they are often miacd up with the flocks of Parus erythroce- 

phalus, and that they appear to feed greedily upon the small black 

berries of a specics of Jthamnus common in these localities. They 

depart for the Dhoon about the end of October, and they do not 

ascend higher than about 5,000 feet. This bird is rare at Darjeeling, 

and is only found in the warmer valleys. 

Numerous species of Zosterops are recorded from Africa, 
Madagascar, Mawitius, the Malayan Archipelago, and Australia, 
with Oceanica. : 

The next two forms are by Gray and Blyth included in the Parine 
or true Tits, but, from their mode of coloration, and more slender 
bill, perhaps better associate with the members of this group. 


Gen. Sytvirakus, Burton 
Char.—Bill short, conic, straight, very slightly depressed at 
the base; nostrils concealed by tufts of hairs and plumes; rictal 
sete wanting; wings long, Ist primary small, 2nd° shorter than 
the 3rd, which nearly equals the 4th and 5th; tail rather short, or 
moderate, even, or somewhat emarginate; tarsus moderately long, 
stout; feet small; hind toe long; claws well curved. 
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This genus, by its plumed nares, evidently grades directly’ to 
the true Tits ; and both this and the next genus have some affinity 
for Regulus, and may be said to connect the Warblers with the 
Tits. 


632. Sylviparus modestus, Burton. 


P. Z. S., 1835, p. 154—Bryrn, Cat. 552—-Horsr., Cat. 373— 
Parus sericophrys, Hopcson—Parus minutus, JERDON, Cat. 132. 


THE YELLOW-BROWED FLOWER-PECKER, 


Deser.—Above light olive-green; beneath yellowish ; a pale 
yellow supercilium ; forehead yellow-green ; wings and tail dusky, 
edged externally with bright greenish yellow. 

Bill and legs plumbeous; irides light brown. Length 33 inches; 
extent 7}; wing 2;5,; tail 1g; bill at front }; tarsus 4. 

This small Tit is found throughout the Himalayas, extending, 
perhaps in the cold weather only, to the plains ; but it is not common 
anywhere. I procured one specimen near Ajunteh at the edge of 
the Northern Ghats ; and have since obtained it at Darjeeling. It 
hunts in small flocks about the foliage and flowers of high trees, 
feeding chiefly on minute insects. 

Gen. CepnaLoryRus, Bonap. 

Syn. Aigithalus, Vigors. 

Char.—Bill like that of Sylviparus, but more lengthened, conic, 
and pointed; nostrils apert; wings very long, pointed; tarsus 
short, stout; feet very small; lateral toes unequal ; hind toe mode- 
rately long ; claws well curved. 

This chiefly differs from Sylviparus by its exposed nares, 
evincing less affinity to the Tits. 


633. Cephalopyrus flammiceps, Burron. 
AMgithalus, apud Burton, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 153—Dicwum 
sanguinifrons, A. Hay, J. A. S., XV. 44, 
Tur FLAME-FRONTED FLOWER-PECKER. 
Descr.—Above yellowish green, brightest on the rump and 
upper tail-coverts; forehead, top of head, and chin, rich shining 
orenge-red ; wings dusky, edged with green; and with two light 
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bars on the wing-coverts; beneath golden yellow, paling on the 
lower abdomen and under tail-coverts. The female has no red, 
and is a duller yellow beucath. 

Bill plumbeous; legs leaden brown. Length 4 inches; wing 
24; tail 1g; tarsus not quite 4: bill at front 8 mill. 

This pretty little bird has hitherto been found only ir. the North- 
West Himalayas, extending to Cashmere. 

Stachyris chryswa, antea, p. 22, appears to me to have some re- 
lation with the present bird, both in structure and colors. Acan- 
thiza is also nearly connected, though Gray places it with the Ae- 
centoring, Itis an Australian group, extending to the Malayan 
Archipelago. 

Among the Leiotrichine, ought to be placed -Bembycilla, or 
the Wax-wings, of which B. yarrula, L., is the type; and there 
are other well marked species in Japan and North America. 
It most resembles Leiothriv, or it may be said to be intermediate 
between it and Pteruthins, Moguinus albicaudus, Bonap., of Africa, 
placed by its describer among the Fly-catchers, appears to me, 
simply judging from the figure, to have a very Pteruthian aspect. 
Faleunculus, Puchyeephala, and Eopsaltria, of Australia, are by 
some referred to Duing, but they appear to be better arranged 
with the Leiofrichina, the former genus, by its stout Shrike-like bill, 
much resembling Vieruthius, Gray, indeed, in his List of Genera 
arranges them here. Qne species of Eopsaltria by its grey and 
white plumage, appears to tend towards the Sylviine. 

The Pardaloti, also of Australia, appear very nearly related 
to some of the smaller Leiotrichine genera, such as Minla. They 
aro diminutive birds with lengthened wings; the head more or less 
crested ; a gay ani variegated plumage, with bright markings on 
the wings; and they breed in holes of trees, in which they more 
resemble the Pari. Among the more slender billed group are 
placed .£githalus, founded on the Parus peadulinus of Southern 
Europe, noted for its beautiful purse-like nest. Acanthiza is 
chiefly an Australian group, extending to the Malayan isles, of 
somewhat plain plumage, resembling the Regulus group; they are 
said to construct domed nests, and to lay fleshy-white eggs, with 
brown, red, or yellowish specks. These two last genera are very 
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close to Sylviparus and Cephalopyrus. Ephthianura is considered by 
Gray to belong to the Motucilline, but one species, E. aurifrons, 
Gould (like Stachyris chrysea, in its own group), appears to 
belong to a distinct type, grading towards dgithalus, 


Sub-fam. Partna. 


Bill typically rather shoxt, conic, stout, entire ; the nares tufted; 
wings moderate, somewhat rounded ; tail short or moderate, long 
in a few; tarsus and feet short, stout; hind toe long, claws well 
curved, 

The Titmice or Tits are, typically, a strongly marked group of 
small birds found chiefly in the Old Continent, a few occurring in 
the more Northern parts of America. ‘They are most abundant in 
temperate districts, one or two preferring cold climates, and a 
good many inhabiting the hilly districts of the tropical or juxta- 
tropical regions. In India they are chiefly confined to the Hima- 
layas, only three species extending to the hilly regions of Central 
and Southern India. They do not appear to be migratory. 

The Tits are characterized by a strong, somewhat acute, and 
conic bill, and stout legs and fect. They differ from most of 
the Warblers by having their nares protected by tufts of 
reflected feathers and hairs, and by their conical, entire bill, which 
led to their being placed in the Conirostres, by Cuvier and other. 
Undoubtedly they have a considerable resemblance to some Coni- 
rostral groups. especially to the Garruline, and they are indeed 
very like Jays in miniature. This resemblance to coniostral 
families is exhibited by others of this, the last dentirostra] family ; 
to wit, the Accentorine to the Finches, and the Mniotiltine to the 
Tanagers; and it is probably a real affinity, for it extends, in some 
cases, to the internal structure, the stomach being thick, and 
muscular. But their relation to other tooth-billed genera, such as 
Pteruthius, and Falcunculus, cannot be ignored, and they thus form 
part of the last and most aberrant division of the Dentirostres. 

In their colours they are mostly sober, compared with the Leio- 
trichine, black, gray, and white, varied in a few with rufous, and 
in others pleasingly blended with blue, green, and yellow. Many 
ate crested. 
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In their habits they are strictly arboreal, active, climbing about 
and clinging to the twigs aud flowering branches of trees and 
shrubs, with a loud, and reitesated chirp. They are very omnivo- 
rous, feed equally on seeds, freits, and inseots; and they pierce 
hard seeds or nuts with their strong conical bill, holding it with 
their feet, and thus extract the keinel. They are excessively bold 
and even ferocious, the larger ones occasionally destroying young 
and sickly birds, both in a wild state, and in confinement. They 
are very social. They nidificate mostly in holes of trees, or even in 
walls, occasionally on the ground, lining their nest profusely with 
hair and feathers; and they lay very numerous eggs, usually white 
with red spots. .A few build pendulous nests like the Mgithaline 
group. 

Of late they have been divided into several genera, varying 
chiefly in the mode of coloration, ciest, and length of tail, but 
also in the length and strength of the bill. J shall adopt some of 
these genera in accordance with my previous practice, for, though 
not very well maiked, structurally, they each comprise several 
nearly allied species. 

The first of these is a well marked group, admitted by all. 

Gen. JEciTHALIscus, Cabanis. 

Syn. Orites Mwhr.—Psaltria, T., and Paroides, Brehm, apud 
Auvet. (in part) Acanthiparus, apud Gould. 

Char,—Bill short, »mall, conic; tail somewhat lengthened, of. 
small size; plumage miacd with rutous, not crested. 

The following birds have been usually classed under Orites, 
but the type of that genus, P. caudatus, or the long-tailed Tit of 
Europe, has naked orbits, a still shorter beak, much longer tail, 
and is very distinct in form and habits. 


634. Aigithaliscus erythrocephalus, Vicors. 
Parus, apui Vicors, P. Z. S. 1831—Gouxp, Cent. H. Birds, 
pl. 30, f. 1—Buyru. Cat. 550—Ilorsr., Cat. 606—GouLD, Birds 
of Asia, pt. 7, pl. 11, L’yiony-samyi, Lepch. 
Tue RED-HEADED Tir. 
Deser.—Head above and nape rufous; back of neck, back, 
and rump, cinereous, tinged with reddish on the rump and upper 
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tail-coverts; wings and tail dusky cinereous; superciliary stripe, 
and outer webs of the outermost tail-feathers, white; the rest 
with a white tip; a broad black eye-stripe, extending through 
the eye and ear-coverts to the nape; the throat black, with a 
white line between it and the eye-streak; chin white, the rest 
of the body beneath rufescent white, or pale vinous, deepest on 
the flanks and lower abdomicn, 

Bill black; legs fleshy yellow; irides brown. Length 4§ inches ; 
extent 6; wing 2; tail 2; bill at front ;4; tarsus §. 

This little Tit is found throughout the Himalayas, from the far 
North-West to Bootan. It is very common at Darjeeling about the 
Station, at 7,000 feet of elevation, and is found up%to 10,000 feet. 
It associates in small flocks, frequenting shrubs, hedges, and high 
trees, and lives chiefly on insects. Hutton describes the nest as 
being ‘around ball, with a small lateral entrance, composed of moss, 
and well lined with feathers. The eggs are five, white, with 
a pinkish tinge, sparingly sprinkled with lilac spots, and with 
a well defined lilac ring at the large end. The nest is placed on 
a bank, or amoung creepers twining round the trunk of a tree.’ 


635. égithaliscus iouschistos, Hopcson. 


Parus, apud Hones., J. A. S., XIII. 942—Buytn, Cat. 549— 
Horsr., Cat. 608—GouLp, Birds of Asia, pt. 7, pl. 15. 


THE RUFOUS-FRONTED TIT. 

Descr.—Above ashy, slightly tinged with olive: winglet, and 
coverts of primaries black; a broad streak over the eye black; 
the central line of head, and sides of head, reddish fawn color; 
the outer tail-feathers more or less tipped and edged externally 
with whitish ; under parts reddish fawn or rufescent. 

Bill black ; legs yellow brown; irides brown. Length 4} 
inches; wing 24; tail 2; bill at front §; tarsus g. 

This Tit has the three outer tail-feathers graduated, with the 
*middle pair } inch shorter than the next pair, and its bill is some- 
thing longer, and more stender than in erythrocephalus, It is an 
evident link to the true Pari, and Bonaparte includes it in the genus 
Pescila, of which P. paiustris is the type. 
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I did not procure this bird at Darjeeling, but it has been found 
both in Nepal and Bootan. 


636. égithaliscus niveogularis, Gouxp. 
Orites, apud Goutp, Moors, P. Z. 5. 1854, p. 140—Govxp, 
Birds of Asia, pt. 7, pl. 14. 


Tue WHITE-THROATED TIT. 


Descr.—‘ Forehead white, passing to buff-brown on the back of 
the head, nape, and fore-part of the back, and thence to the tail 
grey, tinged with isabelline on the rump ; lores, over the eyes and 
ear-coverts, Wack, passing into brown on the nape; ear-coverts 
blackish anteriorly, brownish-buff posteriorly, and somewhat 
striped longitudinally with white ; base of lower mandible, chin, 
throat, forepart of breast, and sides of the neck, to the nape be- 
hind the ear-coverts, snowy-white, contrasting with the brownish 
band which runs fiom the nape across the middle of the breast; 
the lower part of the breast with the abdomen pale pinky-1sabel- 
linc, passing to white in the middle of the belly ; wings brown, 
maryined with ereyish-white; coverts and scapulars blackish; tail 
dusky-black, margined externally with greyish-white ; its outermost 
feathers white on the outer web. 

Bill black, longish, and slender as in A. touschistos, Hodgson; feet 
yellowish. Length 43 inches; of wing 24; tail 28, its outer- 
most feather $ inch shorter; bill to frontal plumes ¥, to 45; ; 
tarse +’, of an inch. 

Hab. N. India. In the collection of John Gould, Esq.’ 

A species nemly allied to the three last Tits has been lately 
described from Aflghanistan, Ovites leucogenys, Moore, Horsf., 
Cat. 607; which may occur in our extreme North-western limit; 
and Gould has O. glanco-gulavis, fiom China. 

Moore remarks that xireo-qularis, with iouschistos, form one 
and - group; and erythroceyhalus, with the species from 
Affghanistan mentioned above, form another. To these Mr. Gould, 
in his Birds of Asia, has respectively applied the names 
Acanthiparus, and Psaitria, but he has placed 0. glaucogularis under 
Mecistura. 
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Parus trivirgatus, Temm., Faun. Japan, pl. 34, is placed by 
Bonaparte next QO. caudatus of Europe. This last bird, the well 
known Bottle-tit of Europe, builds a beautiful oval nest with a 
hole in the side, and lays from ten to twelve eggs, plain white, or 
with a few red specks. The genus Psaltria, Temm., to which these 
birds have been referred by Gould, is founded on a Japanese bird 
of a very distinct type, according to Bonaparte. 


Gen. Lopnornanes, haup. 


Head crested; bill rather slender; tail moderate; plumage 
black, grey, and white. 

This genus is founded on the P. cristatus of Europe, and P. 
bicolor of N. America, which last however is now separated as 
Beolophus. The Indian species probably differ in ty) pe, but I have 
no means of ascertaining to what extent they do so, 

The first species differs considerably fiom the others, and 
perhaps forms a distinct group, tending towards some of the Ivulea. 


637. Lophophanes dichrous, Honveson. 


J. A.S, XIU. 943—Horsr., Cat. 600—GouLp, Birds of Asia, 
pt. XI, pl. 13. 


THE BROWN-CRESTED Tir. 


Deser.—Above uniform brownish grey ; occiput with a somewhat 
recurved long crest; forehead and cheeks dirty white; beneath 
ochreous white, passing to rufescent brown. 

Bill dusky bluish ; feet plumbeous; irides brick red. 

Length 4} to 5 inches; wing 23; tail 17; bill ot front not 
quite #; tarsus 2. 

This appears a rare bird in Nepal. Adams obtained, apparently, 
the same bird at Simla, No. 77 of his List of Birds of India, and 
61 of the Birds of Cashmere. This last he shot on ‘ the oak-covered 
slopes of one of the lesser ranges near the valley of Cashmere.’ 


638. Lophophanes melanolophos, Vicors. 
Parus, apud Vicors—Gouxp, Cat. Him. Birds, pl. 30, f. 2— 
Burra, Cat. 542—-Horsr., Cat. 599—Gounp, Birds of Asia, 
pt. XI., pl. 16. 
2mM 
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Tue Crestev Brack-Tit. 

Descr.—Above dark iron grey ; head (with a long recurved crest) 
black ; a large white spot on the cleks, from the base of the lower 
mandible, and including the eur-coverts; a spot on the nape also 
white, and the wing-coveits spotted with white; quills and tail 
dusky ; chin and throut black ; the rest bencath grey, with a slight 
rufous tinge; axillaries and under tail-coverts rusty. 

Bill blackish; legs plumbeous. Length 4} inches; wing 2g; 
tail 1; bill at front 10 mill. 

This pretty little Tit is found chiefly in the N. W. Himalayas; it 
is common at Simla and Mussooiee, and spreads into Affghanistan. 
It is not found in the S. E. Himalayas, where it is replaced by the 
following very closely allied species. Adams states that in 
Cashmere it is seen in flocks, in the forests of the valley, and the 
lesser ranges iowarils the South, and that it sometimes associates 
with Avgithalus flammiceps. 


639. Lophophanes rubidiventris, Bryru. 


Parus, apud Bryiu, J. A.S. XVI. 445—Briyru, Cat. 543— 
Horsv., Cat. 600—P. melanolophos, apud Hopeson—Gotxp, 
Birds of Asia, pt. XI., pl. 14, 


Tuc Rurovs-BhLurep Crestep-Tir. 

Deser.—Above pale rufescent grey, with a strong tinge ,of 
ferruginous on the rump; head and crest black; cheek spot asin the 
last; wings not spotted with white; the black on the throat is of 
less extent than in melanvlophos, which it closely resembles in size ; 
but it is a somewhat larger bird, the wings measuring 2§; the 
feet also are stronger; the black on the breast is of less ¢xtent; 
and the bill is conspicuously larger, being 12 mill. long, and much 
thicker. This specics has hitherto only been found in Nepal, and I 
did not procure it in Sikhim. 

The next two birds are very similar in coloring, but are gistinctly 
larger. 


640. Lophophanes rufonuchalis, Biyru. 
J. A, S. XVIII. 810—Biytu, Cat. 541—GouLp, Birds of 
Asia, pt. XI., pl. 15. 
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THE SIMLA Buack-TIT. 


Deser.—Dark grey, with rufous tinge on the back and belly; 
the nape white, ferruginous in some ; crown of head, (with crest) 
chin, throat and breast, black; ear-coverts and sides of the neck 
white; axillaries and lower tail-coverts ferruginous. 

Bill black; legs and fect plumbeous; irides brown. Length 
54 inches; wing 3; tail 24; bill at front 4; tarsus §. 

This species of Tit was procured by Hutton, near Simla, 
high up towards the snow line. 


641, Lophophanes Beavani, Bryru. 
Parus, apud Biyrn, in Mus. As, Soc.—Lho tasso, Lepch. 


THe Stkam Buack-Tit. 


Descer.—Very similar to the last; the grey on the upper parts 
purer, and less mixed with rufous; the black on the throat is of 
much less extent, the bill is shorter and more slender, and 
there is no trace of rufous on the white nuchal spot; axillaries and 
lower tail-coverts rufous, asin all the group. 

Length 5 inches; wing 24; tail 23; bill at front 10 mill. 

This is so close to the last that I did not myself discriminate it. 
I procured it on Mount Tonglo, in Sikhim, at 10,000 feet elevation, 
where I observed it on bushy ground, in small scattered flocks. 
Lt. Beavan prgeured it in the same locality, and Mr. Blyth, 
on seeing his specimens, considered it to be distinct from the 
previous bird. , 

These last four species, it may be observed, closely resemble 
each other in colors, and chiefly differ in the extent of the 
black on the throat, and the strength of the bill; the two former 
species being moreover much smaller than the two last; and, 
strange to say, with a correspondimg difference in the size of the 
bill in both cases. 

Under the next genus, restricted Parus, I have placed all 
the non-crested Tits, except those classed under githaliscus, 
This arrangement appears to bring together all the nearly related 
species, and the first two on the list closely resemble, in colora- 
tion, the species of Lophophanes. 
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Gen. Parus, L., (restricted). 


Form typical ; head not crested ; bill usually stout and moderately 
short; tail rather short. 

There are two or three tynes in this genus, even as now res- 
tricted, each of which is represented in India, ‘The first is that 
Parus ater of Europe; the second that of P. major; and the 
third, without a representative in Europe, that of my P. nuchalis, 
is allied, apparently, to the African group Melaniparus. 


642. Parus cmodius, Hopcson. 
J.A.S XIII. 9438. 
Tar Tinwatayan Coue-TIt. 


Deser.—‘ Very closely allied to P. ater of Europe, but the bill 
decidedly more slender and compressed; the black also descends 
more upon the breast, and spreads Ixterally, circumscribing the 
sides of the neck; and the back is less tinged with olivaceous, 
while the belly would appear to be more rufescent than its 
European representative. Nepal.’ 

Such is the description given. There is no specimen of this bird 
in the Museuin of the Asiatic Society, nor in that of the India 
House. , 

P. ater has the head, chin, and throat, black, with a broad white 
cheek spot, and a nuchal spot of the same color; the back and 
wing-coverts bluish grey, the latter with white spots, forming two 
bars ; wings and tail brownish grey, the former edged with green ; 
the breast dull white: belly, flanks, and under tail coverts fawn 
colour, tinged with green; the upper tail-coverts also greenish 
fawn. Bill and feet black. Length 4} inches, wing 2g. 


643. Parus Atkinsoni, Jerpon. 


Tne Sixmim Coxe-Trr. 

Deser.—Whole head, chin, and throat, black, with the white 
nuchal spot and white cheek band as in ater ; upper parts dark 
leaden-grey, darker on the wings and tail, the former of which is 
totally without white spots; beneath, from the throat, dull grey, 
slightly tinged with rufescent; under tail-coverts ferruginous. 
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Bill black; legs dark plumbeous. Length 4} inches; wing 2$; 
tail 14; bill at front 9 mill. ; tarsus 55. 

This apparently new species differs from P. ater in the black of 
the throat only descending a short distance, not beyond the white 

‘neck spot, and, in this point, differs still more from emodius. 
I¢ also wants the greenish tinge of ater, the lower parts are much 
darker; and the white bars on the wings, and tips of the tertiaries 
are totally wanting. 

This Tit was procured by Mr. Atkinson, Secretary to the Asiatic 
Society, in the interior of Sikhim, at a considerable elevation, not 
far from the snows. 

The next bird is somewhat of the type of P. major, of Europe. 


644. Parus monticolus, Vicors. 


P, Z. S. 1831, 22—Gouxp, Cent. H. B, pl. 29. f. 2—Gouxp, 
Birds of Asia, pt. X. pl. 5—Buiyruy, Cat. 536—Lloxsr., Cat. 595— 
Sarak-chak-pho, Lepch. 


THE GREEN-BACKED TIT. 


Descr.— Above, the head black; checks, and a nuchal mark, white; 
back and rump olive-green ; wings with the lesser coverts grey, 
the median and greater coverts black, edged blue, and tipped with 
white, forming two wing bars; quills black, edged with blue at the 
base, and with white terminally, and the secondaries and tertials 
broadly tipped with white ; tail black, hluish externally and tipped 
white ; neck, throat, breast, and middle of the abdomen, black; 
rest of the lower parts yellow. 

Bill black; legs dark plumbeous; irides brown. Length 54 
inches ; wing 2}; tail 2}; bill at front 8 mill. ; tarsus +4. 

This is the most common species of Tit in the Himalayas, not 
descending lower than about 5,000 feet, and it extends to the hill 
ranges of Assam, being common on the top of the Khasia Hills, 
though not found near the station of Cherra Poonjec. It isa 
common and familiar bird about Darjeeling, coming into gardens; 
is active and sprightly, hunting over trees, bushes, tnd hedges, and 
carefully searching the foliage, buds, and flowers, and occasionally 
the bark of trees, for various small insects and larve. I have had 
the nest brought me, from a hole in a tree, a loose mass of feathers 
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and moss, containing five eggs, white, with numerous small red 
spots. 

P. viridescens, Swinhoe, from China, and 7’. minor, Gould, appear 
to belong to the crestloss Asiatic Tits. 

The next two Tits, with one of the succecding group, are the 
only species fouad apart from the Himalayas. The first one, as 
far as general form and the abdominal black stripe, is much of 
the same type as the last bird, but differs in its plainer coloration. 


645. Parus cinereus, VIEILLoT. 

Buytn, Cat. 537—Horsr., Cat. 596—P. atriceps, Horsr., 
L. T. XIJI—Temm., Pl. Col. 287, f£. 2—Goutn, Birds of 
Asia, pt. X., pl 3—SyKes, Cat. 95—JERDON, Cat. 129—P. 
nipalensis, Hopcson—P. ewsius, TicktLL—Ram gangra, Beng. 
(B. Hamilton.) 

Tne Inptan Grey-Trr. 


Deser.—liead, chin, throat and breast, and a line along the 
abdomen, black ; large check spot white; plumage above bluish 
cinereous; greater coverts white-tipped, forming a conspicuous 
wing-band ; quills dusky black, edged with pale blue, and tho 
secondaties and tertials edged white; beneath albescent, with 
tinge of rufescent ashy, purer white on the under tail-coverts. 

Length nearly 6 inches; wing 2,9,; tail 2;%,; bill at front 4%; 
tarsus §. : 

This Tit extends throughout the Himalayas, from Nepal to 
Bootan, Assam, and through Central India, to the Neilgherries 
and Ceylon; also to Java, and other Malayan isles. I have 
procured it on the Neilgherrics, and it extends all along the 
range of Western Ghats north to Candcish. I have also obtained 
it in the hilly regions of Nagpore, and at Saugor, and Tickell got 
it at Chaibassa in Central India, but it does not occur in Bengal, 
nor to the eastward. Itis a very familiar and abundant bird on 
the Neilgherries, with the usual habits of the tribe, entering 
gardens, and feeding on various small insects, and also on seeds, 
I once found its nest in the deserted Bungalow at Rallia, in the 
corner of the house. It was maie chiefly of the down of hares 
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(Lepus nigricollis), mixed with feathers, and contained six eggs, 
white spotted with rusty red. 

The next species differs remarkably in its mode of coloration, 
and in this respect approaches the African black Tits, formed into 
the genus Melaniparus, Bonap. 


646. Parus nuchalis, Jerpon. 


2nd. Suppl. Cat. 129 bis—Jervon, Ill. Ind. Orn. pl. 46— 
Nalia-patsa jitta, Tel. 

THe Wuire-wincep Biack Tit. 

Descr.—Above black, with a white nuchal mark; a white band 
across the wing, and the tertiaries broadly margined and tipped 
with white; tail with the outer feathers nearly white, the next 
with the outer web only, and the third with the outer web white 
only at its base and tip; cheeks, sides of neck, sides of breast, 
and belly, and under tail-coverts, white, with a black mesial stripe 
from the throat to vent. 

Bill black ; legs plumbeous; irides red brown. Length 5 inches; 
wing 2,5,; tail 2; tarsus ,7;; bill at front 74. 

I obtained this well-marked species of Tit from the Eastern 
Ghats, west of Nellore. The Shikarees who brought it to me said 
that it was very rare. It has since been obtained by Dr. Stewart 
from a tope ot trees near Bangalore, so that it probably will here- 
after be found in suitable localities on the Southern portion of the 
great Table-land. 

We lastly arrive at a group of black and yellow crested Tits. 
Three species from India have been determined, which were all 
formerly referred to P. zanthogenys; and there is another in 
Burmah, 

Gen. MacuLoLornes, Cabanis. 

Char.—Structure typical; plumage much mixed with yellow 
and green; head crested. Peculiar to the Indian region, 


647. Machlolophus xanthogenys, Vicors. 


Paras, apud Vicors, P. Z. S. 1831—Gouxp, Cent. Him. Birds 
pl. 29 £. 1—Gouxp, Birds of Asia, pt. IX pl. 14—Bryru, Cat. 
538—Horar., Cat. 597—P. aplonotus, Buytu, J. A. S. XVI. 444. 


280 BIEDs OF INDIA. 


Tue YeLiow-cnrexep Tit. 


Descr.—Head, fuliy crested, wings and tail black, the latter 
tipped white, and the tertiaries laterally edged throughout with 
white; nape, posterior part of crest, and a smell superciliary 
stripe, bright ycllow; back, scapulars, and rump, licht olive-green, 
the scapulars with a few black marks; wing-coverts tipped with 
pale yellow ; the outer primaries white-edged, and with a white bar 
near their base, the others bluish externally; tail dusky grey, 
white-tipped; cheeks, sides of neck, sides of breast and abdomen, 
and under tail-coverts yellow, passing to greenish on the flanks and 
under tail-coverts; lores, a stripe on each side of the neck from 
the eye, chin, throat, and middle of breast and abdomen, black. 

Bill black; legs plumbeous; irides light brown. Length 5} 
inches; wing 23; tail 24; bill at front 11 mill. ; tarsus §. 

This handsome species extends from the North-western Hima- 
layas to Nepal, but not further cast, being replaced in Sikhim by 
the next species. ILutton says that ‘it is common at Mussooree 
throughout the year. It breeds in April ; the nest was constructed 
of moss, hair, and feathers, and placed at the bottom of a deep 
hole in the stump of an oak tree.” 


648. Machlolophus Jerdoni, Bryrs. 


Parus, apud Buyru, J. A. 8. XXV., p. 445—Gou_p, Birds of 
Asia, pt. IX. pl. 16—P. xanthogenys, apud Sykes, Cat. 96— 
JERDON, Cat. 130. 


Tux SOUTHERN YELLOW-TIT. 


Deser.—Very similar to the last (.cunthogenys), but conspi- 
cuously larger; has the back less tinged with yellow, being dull 
green with a slaty tinge; the ycllow portion of the plumage not 
so intense in hue, and the yellow sincipital streak short, and not 
continued forward over the eyc. 

Bill black; legs plumbevus; irides light brown. Length 6 inches; 
wing 3; tail 2}; extent 10; tarsus }}; bill at front 9 mill. 

‘This, the southern representative of the Yellow-cheeked Tits 
of the Himalayas, is found on the Neilgherries, at a lower elevation 
than P. cinereus, never exceeding 6,000 feet; also in Coorg, 
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Wynaad, and all along the range of Ghats; also in the Saugor 
territories, in the Vindhyan range of mountains near Mhow, and 
in the jungles South-east of Nagpore. It usually frequents open 
forest, and haa the usual manners of its tribe. 


649. Machlolophus spilinotus, Birra. 


Parus, apud Burts, J. A. S. XVIII.—Buiytn, Cat. 539— 
Horsr., Cat. 598—Jarp., Contrib. Orn. p.49, with figure—GouLp, 
Birds of Asia, pt. IX. pl. 15.—P. xanthogenys, apud BLyrTH, 
J. A. S. XVI. 445—Muchetink-pho, Lepch. 


THE BLACK-sPOTTED YELLOW TIT. 


Deser.—Very similar to P. xanthogenys, but the back with 
broad, Llack, longitudinal spots, the yellow generally more vivid, 
and the posterior feathers of the crest broadly tipped with 
yellow; a well marked yellow supercilium over the eye, extend- 
ing to the base of the bill ; lores yellow; black neck stripe not 
so broad; the black of the throat and front of the neck also not so 
broad, nor extending to the gape, as in the other species; the 
white edging to the tertiaries less conspicuous, and white tips of 
the tail also are narrower. 

Bill black; legs plumbeous; irides light brown. Length 5} 
inches; wing 3; tail 2}; bill at front 11 mill.; tarsus §. 

This species of Tit is found in Eastern Nepal, Sikhim, and the 
Khasia Hills of Assam. It is not very common about Derjeeling, 
and is chiefly found from 4,000 to 5,500 feet; I observed nothing 
peculiar in its habits. 

An allied species of this group occurs in Burmah, "Parus sub- 
viridis, "Fickell. 

The last species to be noticed is perhaps the finest of all, and is 
the gient of the group. It associates very naturally with the last 
species, but has been separated, on account of its large size, different 
plumage of the sexes, and slightly different style of coloring. 


: Gen. MELANOCHLORA, Lesson. 
Syn. Crataionyz, Eyton. 
Char.—Oi large size; highly crested; bill somewhat length- 
ened; sexes differ considerably in colours. 
2N 
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650. Melanochlora sultanea, Hopcson. 

Parus, apud Hopcson, Ind. Rev. 1836—Horsr., Cat. 594— 
P. flavocristatus, Larrusn., Mag. Zool. 1837, pl. 80-—Biyru, Cut. 
534—Melanochlora Sumatrana, Lesson, Rev. Zool,—Crataionyx 
flava, Eyron.—Bon tylia-pho, Lepch. 


Tur SutTaN YELLOW-TIT. 


Deser.—Ilead above (with a long and pointed crested) yellow ; 
rest of the upper’ parts, with the throat, neck, and breast, glossy 
green-black ; abdomen bright yellow, paling on the under tail- 
coverts. The female has the parts black that are in the male, 
blackish or rifle-green, and the yellow less vivid. 

Bill black ; legs slaty ; irides dark brown. Length 8 inches ; extent 
134; wing 4; tail 3}; Dill at front $; tarsus 3. 

This magnificent Tit is only found in the warmer valleys of 
the Himalayas, catending into Assam, and through Burmah to 
the Malayan peninsula, and even to Sumatra. It has not, I believe, 
been found in the N. W. Himalayas. Near Darjceling it is com- 
mon in the valley of the great Rungeet, about 1,200 feet, and thence 
extends to about 4,000 or so. It frequents the tops of high trees, 
in small flocks, feeding on insects chiefly, and has a rathor loud 
note, The Lepchas told me that it bred in holes in high trees, but 
did not bring the nest or eggs. 

Hodgson says “it is found in the Central and Northern region 
of the hills, passing into the Southern in winter; is exceedingly 
fond of caterpillars, and occasionally takes pulpy berries. 

There are several other Pari from Asia, chiefly from Japan and 
China. Numerous species of Titmice occur in Europe and Africa. 
The Blue-Tits have been separated as Cyanistes, Kaup; they are the 
prettiest of the tribe. The Marsh-Tit, P. palustris, is the type of 
Kaup’s genus-Pacrla, in which Bonaparte classes my P. nuchalis, 
Proparus vinipectus, and the species placed by me under Agitha- 
liscus ; also a species from Kamtschatka. The African Tite are 
placed under Melaniparus, Bonap., and Parus; and the American 
Tits under Lovhophanes and Poecila. 

The bearded Tit of Europe, Calamophilus biarmicus (Panurus, 
Koch), differs remarkably from all the other Tits, and is conside ‘ed 
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by Blyth to have some affinity with the Fringillide, and especially 
with the Estrelde. It appears to me to have relations with the 
Timeline group, near Pyctornis ; and the Australian genus Xerophila, 
formerly referred to the Timaline (vide p. 10,) is also placed here 
by Gray. Other genera placed in this family are Certhiparus, Lafr., 
from New Zealund; and Parisoma, Swains., an African group, already 
alluded to, (vide p. 74). Ihe former probably belongs to the last 
sub-family ; and Anfhoscopus, founded on Sylvia minuta, Shaw, 
perhaps belongs to the slender-billed Tits, or Flower-peckers, i in the 
last sub-family, near Sylviparus. 
Sub-fam. ACCENTORINA. 

Bill straight, stont. somewhat conic, high at the base, entire, 
or slightly notched at the tip, which is barely bent down; nostrils 
exposed; wings moderate, more or less rounded ; tail moderate or 
somewhat short ; legs and feet stout, fitted both for walking and 
perching. 

The birds composing this group offer a moét perplexing task to 
the systematic Ornithologist, both as to the position they should 
occupy in the natural system, and as to the extent of the division. 
I have placed it here as the last group of the Dentirostral tribe, 
and as a sub-family of the most aberrant and quasi-Conirostral 
family of the tooth-billed Perchers, partly because it really appears 
to have affinities for some of this series; and partly because I 
know not where else to locate it satisfactorily. Vieors and Hors- 
field class it as a sub-family of the Warblers, between the Pipits 
and their Pipride, our Ampelide. Swainson places it among 
the Tits, with the Mniotiltine. Gray locates it between the 
Saaicoline and Paring. Bonaparte formerly, in his Conspectus, 
placed it between the Pratincole and the Sylvicoline, but, latterly, 
considered it to be asub-family of the Thrushes, Blyth in his 
Catalogue located it between the Buntings and the Larks; and others 
also look upon its nearest allies as being the Finches, It will thus 
be seen that most systematists have allowed it to have some 
near relations with the Tits, or their allies of the Ampelide, 
with a tendency towards some Saxicoline and Motacilline forms, 
Bonaparte and Blyth may be said to represent the extreme views, 
og each side. 
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The Accentors may be said to have somewhat the bill of » 
Tit-lark, but straighter and stouter; and the plumage of the re- 
stricted Accentors is much that of certain Finches ; in others it is 
various shades of rufous brown, either plain, or streaked above, and, 
almost in all cases, with some decided marking on the throat. They 
are chiefly terrestrial, a few climbing well on rocks; they nidificate 
both in bushes or hedgerows, and on the ground; and the eggs, of 
some, at least, are unspotted blue. They feed on various insects, 
worms, and seeds. They frequent bushy ground, hedgerows, and 
the like, or rocky mountains. They are sedentary, occasionally 
familiar, and some of them sing niccly. On the whole, their habits 
may be said to be a sort of miature of that of the Finches, with 
certain Warblers and Tits. Of the extent of the group, there is 
great diversity of opinion. Gray inciudes in it Sewrus, Acanthiza, 
Sericornis, Gerygont, and Pyr holemus, all Australian forms. Bona- 
parte (with whom Blyth is in accord on this point) considers 
that Cinclosoma of :the same region is its nearest ally; and also 
that Origma is another typical fuim. these composing his section 
Aecentoree of this sub-family ; whilst his dcanthizee comprise the 
above last named four geneta, with which he has badly associated 
Smicrornis, (vide vol. I p 376). Swainson also considers that 
Seiurus of America, and some of its allies, grade with the 
Accentors ; this form being usually considered to belong to the 
Motacilline. Orthonyx spinicaudus, of Australia, appears nearly 
allied to Cinclusoma, and is probably another Accentorine type, 
showing, by the structure of its tail, un atlinity for the Certhia. 

I am not sufficiently acquainted with many of these forms to 
enable me to form a decided opinion, but, judging’ from what I 
do know of them, I consider that the Australian Cinclosoma is 
very nearly related to <Accentor, and that Orthonyz, Origma, 
Pyrrholemus, Chthonicola, and perhaps other Australian forms, do 
form part of the same group; but that some of the others such 
as Gerygone belong to the Acanthizea, a division of the Mniotiltine, 
some of which, it may be remarked, exhibit the markings of the 
neck and throat, which appear to be conspicuous in most 
members of this family. Origma was formerly considered (vide 
vol. I. page 508) to belong to the Dippers, and, indeed, there is an 


ACOENTORIN. 285 


spparent leaning towards that family among the Accentors, as 
shewn in the bill of Accentor and Cinclosoma. Seiurus of 
America also, and its immediate allies, perhaps ought also to enter 
this as a sub-division, rather than the Motactlline. 

On the whole, taking into consideration the several groups of 
birds believed to associate naturally with it, we may look on this 
family as an aberrant gioup of birds having affinities with certain 
Thrushes, Saxicolines, and Wagtails on the one side, with more 
distant analogics for Certhia; and, on the other side, with the 
Mniotiltine; and, like other of the Ampelide, showing a marked 
tendency towards some of the conirostral families. 

With such varied forms, and numerous affinities and ana- 
logies, perhaps the present place is about as appropriate as 
any other; but, from these very circumstances, it probably 
ought to form a distinct family, placed bétween Motacilline 
and Mniotiltine. 

The only Indian member of this family is Accentor, the type of 
which is the Hedge-sparrow of Britain, A. modularis. In this 
country they are entirely confined to the Himalayas, and several 
species have been lately described. Most of them frequent the 
higher elevations, one species only, in winter, descending to a level 
of 5,000 feet, in the vicinity of Darjeeling. 


Gen. AccEeNTOR, Bechstein. 


Char.—Bill straight, conic, sharp, of moderate ‘length, high, 
rather wide at the base, notched at the tip, which is very slightly 
bent down; wit.s moderate, the 3rd quill the longest; tail moderate, 
even; feet and legs stout; hind toe somewhat elongated and 
stout. 

The Dunnocks, as they are called by some, frequent bushy 
ground, hedge-rows and the like, a few affecting rocky ground 
among high mountains. They feed much on the ground, on 
various insects, woims, and seeds. They have of late been sub. 
divided into several genera, which I shall not here adopt. 

The first species noticed is the only Indian one with unstreaked 
plumage, and, in its coloration, we see a distinct approach to a Leio- 
trichine type, in the wing-coverts and pale wing bend. 
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651. Aeccentor immacniatus, Hopason. 


P. Z. S. 1845—A mollis, Burro, J. A. S, XIV. 581— 
Buytx, Cat. 729—Horsr., Vat 579—GouLD, Birds of Asia, pt. 
VII. pl. 5. 


THe MARonNE-BACKED ACCENTOR. 


Descr,—Head and neck dark ashy; upper back and scapulars 
maromne, passing into reddish brown in the lower back and upper 
tail-coverts ; frontal feathers to above the eye, margined with white; 
lores blackish ; wings with the secondary-coverts pure dark grey; 
those of the primaries, with the winglet, black, as are the primaries, 
these last having their unemarginated portion externally bordered 
with pale grey, forming a conspicuous wing-spot; tail greyish 
dusky ; entire under paits deep brownish ashy, as far as the vent, 
which is pale and mixed with ferruginous; under tail-coverts, and 
flanks posteriorly, dark feriuginous, 

Bill blackish ; fect pale. Length about 6 inches; wing 3}; tail 
24; bill at front ,%, ; tarsus 2. 

This species has litherto only been sent from Nepal and Dar- 
jeeling. 

652. Accentor nipalensis, Hopcson. 


J. A. S, XI. 958—Buryru, Cat. 724—Honsr., Cat. 573— 
A. cacharensis, Hopason.—Goutp, Birds of Asia, pt. VIL. 
pl. 4. 


Tae Larer THimatayan ACCENTOR. 


Deser.—Head, neck, and ear-coverts unifoim dark grey; back, 
rump and upper tail-coveits, greyish brown, with dark centres to 
the feathers; wings dusky black, edged ferruginous ; wing-coverts 
black with white spots; tail brownish black, with a terminal spot 
on the inner web of each feather, and the whole tip, whitish or 
tusty; chin and throat white with black spots; breast brownish 
grey; belly and flanks daik ferruginous; under tail-coverts dusky, 
tinged with rusty, and edged with white. / 

Bill dusky, yellow on the lowe: mandible; legs reddish brown. 
Length 7 inches; wing 33; tail 23; bill at front nearly $3 
tarsus }7. 
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This, the largest of the fadien Accentors, appears to represent A. 
alpinus of Europe, in the higher regions of the Himalayas. Its 
European representative occasionally visits England, and is reoord- 
ed as having been seen vlimbing adroitly round the buttresses 
of a building. 

653. Accentor altaicus, Branvr. 


A. variegatus, Brytu, J. A. S. XII. 958—Biyru, Cat. 725— 
Horsr., Cat. 574—A. Himalayanus, BurtH,—A. ‘alpinus, apud 
VieILLoT, Gal. pl. 156, (fid) MoorE)—Gouxn, Birds of Asia, 
pt. X. pl. 14. 

THE Himalayan ACCENTOR. 

Deser.—Forchead, crown, occiput, neck, shoulders, and rump, 
uniform dingy brownish grey ; back, scapulars, and tertiaries, rufous 
brown, mottled with large black spots; a light grey or whitish 
eye streak ; wings with the primaries dusky, pale edged, and the 
secondaries edged with brown, and pale tipped; tail dusky, éach 
feather with a white spot at the tip of the inner web; chin, throat, 
and foreneck white, with some small black spots on the chin; a 
narrow brown pectoral band or gorget, beyond which is rufous, 
bright on the breast, and the latter edged with white, increasing 
on the lower abdomen; lower tail-coverts white, with brown 
streaks, 

Bill black ; legs reddish brown. Length about 6 inches; wing 
8}; tail 2}; bill at front 1, ; tarsus $. 

‘This species, which is also allied to alpinus, has been found 
throughout the Himalayas, from Sikhim to the far North-West, and 
is said to be common at Kussowlee in winter 


654. Accentor strophiatus, Hopcsoy. 

J. A. S. XII. 959—Biytu, Cat. 726—Horsr., Cat. 576—~ 

GOULD, Birds of Asia, Pt. VII. pl. 7—Phooching-pho, Lepch. 
Tre Rurous-BREASTED ACCENTOR. 

Descr.—Above reddish brown, stre with dark brown; 
broad eye streak, the first portion of which is white to the middle 
of the eye, surmounting a ferruginous streak continued backward 
to the occiput, and above this again is a black streak, forming the 
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side of the head; a semi-circle of white also surrounds the dusky 
ear-coverts ; wings dusky, margined with dark ferruginous, and an 
albescent spot at the tip ot exch covert; tail brownish, with dull 
rufous outer margins ; throat white, with a few dusky spots, forming 
a line descending from cach sngle of the lower mandible ; breast 
deep ferruginous; abdomen and lower tail-coverts with dusky 
brown streaks. 

Bill black; legs reddish brown; irides dark brown. Length 
54 inches ; wing 23; tail 2}; bill at front g; tarsus 4. 

This Accentor has been found both in Nepal and Sikhim. It 
was the only species I obtained when at Darjeeling, and that in 
winter. 


655. Accentor Huttoni, Moore. 


A. atrogularis, Hurron, apud Buyra, J. A. S. XVIII. 811— 
Biytu, Cat. 727—Honsr., Cat. 577—Govuxp, Birds of Asia, pt 
X, pl. 13. 

Tur BLACK-THROATED ACCLNTOR. 

Deser.—Above brown, the feathers centered dusky, rufescent on 
the back, but greyish on the nape, rump, and upper tail-coverts ; 
the crown darker biown; a broad line above the white superciliary 
streak, with the ear-coverts and throat, dusky black, the latte: 
divided from the ear-coverts by a pale line proceeding from the 
base of the lower mandible, and this, with the entire supercilium 
and the breast, of an uniform light rufescent sandy hue; belly 
whitish, the flanks streaked with dusky; wing-coverts tipped 
albescent, forming slight cross-bands. 

Bill dusky, yellowish towards the gape; feet pale; irides 
brown. Length 6 inches; wing 24; tail 24; bill at front 7; 
tarsus 3. . 

The Black-throated Accentor has been found in the North- 
west Himalayas, néar Simla, in the Punjaub Sdit range, and 
also in Affghanistan. Moore considers it distinct from atrigularis 
of Brandt. 


656. Accentor rubeculoides, Hopcson. 


Moorg, P. Z. S. 1854—Horsr., Cat. 578.—Gounp, Birds of 
Asia, pt. VII. pl. 6. 
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Tae Rosin AccENTOR. 

Descr.—Forehead, crown, nape, ear-coverts, and chin brown ; 
infra-orbital feathers tipped with whitish; throat, sides of neck, 
and shoulder of wings, dingy giey brown, the feathers of the 
throat blackish at the base ; back and rump ferruginous, centered 
with dusky; wings dusky, margined exteriorly with ferruginous ; 
lesser and greater coverts tipped with white; tail dusky, margined 
exteriorly with pale ferruginous; breast and forepart of flanks 
ferruginous, the latter streaked with dusky; belly white, tinged 
with ferruginous on the flanks posterioly, vent, and margins of 
the under tail-coverts, the latter centered dusky. 

Bill blackish; feet pale reddish. Length 6 inches; wing 3; 
tail 24; bill at front 7; tarsus 3. 

This species has hitherto only been sent from Nepal by Mr. 
Hodgson. It is most nearly allied to strophiatus. 

Other species recorded, besides the two European species, are 
A. rubidus, Temm., from ‘Japan; atiigularis, Brandt (if distinet 
from Huttont), from North Asia; Al. montanellus, Pallas, from Eastern 
Siberia, the type of Spermoleyus, Kaup ; and A. Temminckii, Brandt 
(montanellus, apud ‘lenminck), from Eastern Europe and Siberia, 
A. modularis is the type of Kaup’s ®-cnus Tharrhaleus ; and 
alpinus is the type of restricted Accentor. 

The Australian genus, Cinc/osoma, comprises several very prettily 
marked birds, the size of a small thrush, of u bright rufous colour, 
more or less streaked, with the throat black, or white with black 
markings; the wing-coveits usually white-spotted, and the tail 
white-tipped ; one species with unstreaked plumage, C. castanotus, 
Gould, having a marked icsemblance to Accentor immaculatus. 
Orthonyx very closely resembles Ciuclosoma in its plumage, but has 
the tail feathers ending in a point or spine. 

The remaining families of the Ampelid@ are all American. They 
comprise the Mniutiltine, Pip ine, Ampeline and Gymnoderinw of 
Gray. The Myiorixtins, or Dush-creepers, are the Sylvicoline 
of Bonaparte, and are usually placed next the Titmice. They are 
peculiar to America, where they take the place of the Warblers of 
the Old Continent. They are very varied in their plumage, some 
being coloured like the Phylloscopine, others like Zosterops; and 
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some are mottled with black and white. They have a moderately 
long, straight, sharp, and conical bill, lengthened wings, a short tail, 
anda moderately lony tarsus. They associate in small flocks, 
feeding on various insects chiefly; and nidifieace either on the 
ground, or on trees and bushes. They have no regular song. On 
the whole thei habits are much those of the Tits, and they evi- 
dently grade into Acanthiza, Zosterops, and others of the slender- 
billed section of the Leivtrichine, some of which are, mndeed, placed 
by Gray in this sub-family, in defiance of geographical distribution. 

The Prerin& or Manukins are mostly small birds, with a short, 
thick, well-curved bill, with the nares concealed, a short tail, and 
the tarsi rather long, with the outer toe muci: joined to the middle 
one. They are said to asssociate in flocks, feed both on insects 
and on fruits, ae very active in their movements; and many 
are adorned with rich colours. ‘They are somewhat akin to the 
Pardaloti. The beautiful Cock of the Nock, HRupicola of South 
America, belongs to this sub-family, und is said to breed in holes 
in rocks or caverns, and tolay white eggs. This last trait upproxi- 
mates it to some of the ELurylaimi ; and the pretty Calyptomena 
viridis of Malacca and Java, which has been found lately in 
Tenasserim, is usually placed next the South American genus, 
(vide vol. I, p. 239.) If this last is not a type of the Dw ylamide, 
it perhaps ought to be placed near Cochoa. (vide p. 242). 

The AMPELIN”, Gray, (Cotinyine, Bonap ) are peculiar to 
America, and chiefly to the more tropical parts of that Continent, 
They are very varied in form and colour, but mostly have a 
moderately short, rather broad bill, with a wide gape devoid of 
bristles, and often notched at the tip; nostrils usually exposed ; 
long and pointed wings; a short tail and short tarsus, with feet 
fitted {or perching. ‘They live much on fruit, and some appear not 
a little to resemble the eastern Bulbuls, whilst others rival or excel 
in brilliancy of plumage our Oiivles and Blue-birds (Jrena): such 
are the Cotinga and Pompadour chatterers, and their allies, clothed 
in glistening blue and purple, a few of which-are not unlike some 
of the Eurylaimi. 

GyMnopeRin£ of Gray, comprise some very remarkable birds of 
rather large size, some having the face or neck bare, whilst one of 
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them, the celebrated Umbrella bird, Cephalopterus ornatus, has 
the most gorgeous crest of any known bird, and of which Wallace 
has given a good account from life. A second species has been 
lately made known to science. Another remarkable type is the 
Arupunga, or Bell-bird of Guiana, of a pure white colour, and hay- 
ing a clear bell-like note, capable of being heard at a great distanée. 

These Fruit-crows, as they are sometimes called, are quite 
arboreal, and feed chiefly on fruit, occasionally, it is said, on insects. 
They appear to have distant affinities for some of the Crows and 
Starlings. 

Perhaps the Vireonine should enter this family rather than the 
Fly-catchers, with which they are usually associated, 


Tribe CoNIROSTRES. 


Bill usually entire at the tip, thick, more or less conic, with the 
lower mandible deeper than in most of the preceding tribe; wings 
more generally lengthened ; tail usually moderate or short, even or 
emarginate, rounded in a few; feet fitted for walking on the 
ground, as well as for peiching. 

The Conirostral birds, as a general rule, can be readily distin- 
guished from the birds of the last trabe by their comparatively 
thick bill, with the lower mandible of more equal proportions with 
the upper (ie. conic), than in most of the Dentirostres, rarely 
notched at the tip, or bent down over the lower mandible. They ' 
are mostly ground-feeders, and while soime may be said to be 
omnivorous, others feed almost exclusively on grain. ‘heir nidi- 
fication is varied, most building in trees, a few on rocks or 
buildings, some in holes in banks, or of trees; one family on the 
ground. ‘The majority of birds composing this tribe are of plain, 
though, in some cases, pleasing plumage, one family alone being 
adorned with rich and gaudy colours. They are usually of. great 
intellizence; many are fine songsters, and our most familiar birds 
belong to this tribe, Their anatomy is similar to that of the 
Dentirostres, but the stomach or gizzard of many is thick and 
more museular, and many of this tribe are in the habit of constantly 
swallowing small pieces of stone or gravel to assist them in 
triturating the hard grains on which they feed. 
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The Conirostres are divided into the following families: 1st, 
Corvide, comprising Crows and Magpies; 2nd, Sturnide, the 
Mynas and Starlings; 3rd, Fiimyliid@, the most numerous of all, 
comprising Sparrows, Weavei-birds, Amaduvads, Buntings, and 
Rose Linnets; 4th, Zunerrida, or the Yanagers; and lastly the 
Alaudide or Lirks. All of these are represented in India except 
the Tanagers, which are confined to America. 


Fam. Corvip. 

Bill strong, more or less compressed, usually entire, rarely 
notched at the tip; nostrils thickly clad with stiff incumbent 
bristles; tarsus stout; {eet strong, and claws well curved: of large 
size mostly. ~ 

‘This family comprises the Crows, Choughs, Magpies, and Jays. 
They are of large size compared with others of this tbe, or the 
Dentirostral perchers. 'Ihey are the most omnivorous of all birds, 
and, indeed, with the Stailings aid sume other birds, not now 
ieferred to this tribe, they constitute Temminck’s order, 
Omnivora, They vary a good deal in the length and strength 
of their bill, length of wing and tail, and also of tarsus. 
Many feed habitually on the ground, others on trees, and, as 
‘Temminck’s namc signifies, they eat ull kinds of food from 
carrion to grain. 

They are divided into the following sub-families: Corvine, 
Garruline, Dendrocittine, Fregiline, and Streperinw; the last 
only occurring in Australia and Oveanica. 


Sub-fam. Corvinm, Crows and Magpies. 

Bill very stout, long, straight, with the ridge more or less 
curved; wings long, somewhat pointed ; tail variable ; tarsus stout, 
strongly scutate; claws well curved. 

The Crows ure birds of lurge size and robust form, usually 
black, or pied with grey or white, and are tuo well known to require 
any further details. They are undoubtedly the most highly 
organized and intelligent of birds, they possess the most varied 
powers, and can live on all kinds of food. They fly well, walk 
with ease, climb adroitly ; and may be seen eating carrion with the 
Vultures; catching winged Termites with Fly-catchers and Bee- 


CORVINE. “$83 


eaters; fishing with Gulls and Terns at the wake of s‘ship; 
plucking fruit with green Pigeons and Cuckoos; or eating grain 
with Sparrows and Weaver birds. ‘Ihey are familiar and 
bold, if undisturbed, but excessively wary if danger approach 
them; they are domesticated reodily, have great powers of imita- 
tion, and, in their habit of pilfering and hoarding up articles of 
different kinds, they exhibit great cunning and intelligence. 
Lastly, the most typical species occur in almost all climates habit- 
able by man, and are, therefore, found all over the world, except in 
that exceptional country, Australia. 


Gen. Corvus, Linnzus (in part), 

Char.— Bill long, very strong and thick, straight; the culmen 
more or less elevated; nares protected by very long and rigid 
bristles; wings long and pointed, Ist quill short ; 2nd a little shorter 
than the 3rd and 4th, and the 5th usually sub-equal to them; tail 
moderate, even, or somewhat rounded; tarsus very stout, of 
moderate length, with strong scutm; feet moderate; lateral toes 
about equal ; claws sharp and strongly curved. 

The Crows have of late been sub-divided into several sub-genera, 
but, with Horsfield, I shall only separate the Jackdaws generically, 
The crows may be sub-divided into Ravens, Carrion Crows, Rooks, 
and Crows. , 

1st.—Ravens, restricted Corvus, apud Gray ; Coraz, apud Bona- 
parte. 

They are of large size, have very stout beaks, are solitary 
in their habits, and very predacious and carnivorous. 


657. Corvus corax, Lixnzvs. 


Gotu p, Birds of Europe, pl. 223—Buiytn, Cat. 447—Horar., 

Cat. 829.—Dom-kak, and Doda, U. in the N. W. 
Tue Eurorrkan RAVEN. 

Deser.—Wholly glossy black; the feathers of the chin and 
throat lanceolate; tail rounded; the ridge of the upper mandible 
mouch arched towards the tip; the wings reach to about 3 inches 
from the end of the tail. 


294 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown. Length 25 to 26 inches; 
wing 164; tail 94; bill at front 3; height of bill 1), tarsus 24. 

The Raven of Europe iv stated to occur in the Punjab, about 
Ferozepore, on this side of the Indus, and also in Upper Sindh, 
during the cold weather only, migrating to Affylanistan and the 
neighbouring hills to breed, which it is said to co in the N. W. 
Himalayas, and in the neighbourhood of Cashmere. Dr. Stewart 
states that at Wuzeerabad (in the Punjab) it is as common and as 
impudent as Corvus splendens; and that it appears to replace 
C. culminatus entirely in the Punjab. Hutton, on the contrary, 
says that he never saw it in India, but that it is common in 
Affghanistan. Adams confirms Dr. Stewart’s statement. and says 
that it ‘isan inhabitant of the Northern countries of India, 
commencing at Upper Sindh; it is found all over the Punjab, 
at every season of the year, where they frequent camps and 
cantonments with Govind Kites, and Egyptian Vultures.” Many 
interesting accounts of the docility and intelligence of Ravens 
are to be found in all popular ticatises on Ornithology, and it 
is considered to imitate the human voice as perfectly as any 
known bird. 


658. Corvus tibetanus, Hopason. 


Ann. Nat. Hist. n. s. IIL. p. 203—Honxsr., Cat. 830—C. bac- 
trianus, Bonap. 


Tue Tipet Raven. 


Descr.—Nesrtly allied to C corar, but somewhat larger in size, 
and the bill appears to» be somewhat higher at the base, and 
stronger than in the bird of imope; wings and tail also longer. 
Length fully 26 inches; wing 19; tail 11}; bill at fiont 3; 
height 1,5. The wings reach to within 2 inches or so of the 
end of the tail. 

Horsfield keeps this species apart fiom the Raven of Europe, 
and I have followed him in so doing, but I am not fully convinced 
of their being quite distinct, and a larger series of specimens from 
different regions should be examined more critically. If it really 
be distinct, it will probably be found to inhabit all Eastern and 
Central Asia, with China; in fact, to replace the European species 
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in the east of the Old Continent. Bonaparte considered it a good 
species, but Adams states that he consideis those which he obtained 
and named corua, to be identical with Hodyson’s tihetanus. It 
has been found in Ladakh, Kumaon, and other sites on the more 
eastern part of the Himalayas. I never saw it in Sikhim. 

Other Ravens are toundin various part of the World. 


2nd.—Carrion crows, Corone, Kaup and Gray. 


659. Corvus corone, Liny.zus. 


Goutn, Birds of Europe, pl. 221—Horsr., Cat. 831—Apams, 
List of Birds of Cashmere, No, 13. 


Tur Evrorpean Carrion Crow. 


+ Deser.—Plumage black, highly glossed; feathers of the throat 
short, ovate, lanceolate, compact ; tail very nearly square; the bill, 
compared with that of culminatus, more rounded on the culmen, 
more gradually curved, and altogether weaker, with the nareal 
bristles perhaps longer. 

Bill and legs black. Length 19} inches; wing 13; tail 7; bill 
at ont 24; taisus 2}, 

On the authority of Dr. Adams, I insert the Corby or Carrion 
Crow of Britain among the bids of India, for it is not in Blyth’s 
Catalogue, nor in that of Horsfield, as from India; but the 
latter naturalist has it from Affghanistan, where it was 
obtained by Griffith, Adams says that it is very common in 
Cashmere. 


660. Corvus culminatus, Syxzs. 


Cat. 117—Buytn, Cat. 448—Ilorsr., Cat. 833—C. macror- 
hynchos, apud Jerpon, Cat. 158—C. corone, var. FranKLIN— 
C. corax, apud RoyLE—C. enca, apud SunpEvALL—C. orientalis, 
Eversman—Gnay and Hanvwicxg, Ill. Ind. Zool. 2, pl. 36, f, 2. 
—Dhar or DPhal kowa, U., on the North, Dheri-kowa H. in the 
South—Karrial of some Faleoners—Dud-kag, Beng.—Kuki, ‘Tel. 
—Kaka, Tam.— Ulak-pho, Lepch—Ulak, Bhot.—Kaven of some 
Europeans m India. 
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Tus Inptan Cory. 


Deser.—Above glussy black, dull black beneath ; tail slightly 
rounded; wings reach nearly to the end of the tail; bill straight 
at the base und high, culmen raised, carving stroncly towards the 
tip. ; 

Bill und legs black ; irides dark brown. Length 21 inches; wing 
134; tail 7}; bill at front 2,%,; tarsus 24. 

The common Carrion Crow of India is found throughout the 
whole country, from the extreme south and Ceylon, to the Hima- 
layas as far west as Cashmere; and, eastward, it occurs in 
Assam, Burmah, and the Malayan Peninsuia, Adams states that it is 
not found in the Punjab. Though not nearly so numerous as 

C. splendens, this Crow is yet very abundant and gencrally spread, 
less affecting the neighbourhood of man, aad often found 
in the most wild and untrequentcd spots, in dense forests or- 
bleak mountains, In the south of India, as at Madras, the Neil- 
gherries, and elsewhere, it is almost as familiar and impudent as 
the common Crow, but, towards the north, it is perhaps less seen 
about towns and villages. It is eminently a Carrion Crow, and 
Mr. Blyth remarks that it “especially frequents the vicinity of the 
great rivers.” It is often the first to discover the carcass of any 
dead animal. Like the rest of its tribe, however, it will partake of 
any kind of food, and Sandevall states that be found nothing but 
larvex and butterflies in tho-e that he examined. Its voice is the 


usual harsh caw, but hoarser and shorter than that of the European 
Crow, accordiny to Sundevall. It is very destructive, in some 
places, to young chickens, pigcons, &c., and, 1 am informed, will 
occasionally destroy a young kid It aiso pilfers the eggs and 
nestlings of many birds, on which account, perhaps, the King 
Crow (Dicrurus » acrocercus) pursues it more relentlessly than it 
does the commun Crow. 

It breeds, according to the locality, from A pril to June, or later, 
generally on some isolated tree, making the usual nest of sticks, 
which is, sometimes, in colder countries, lined with hair. ( Vide 
Hutton, Oology of India, J. A. S. XVII. pt. 2, p 9). The eggs are 
three or four, dull green, thickly spotted with dusky brown. Ocea- 


sionally the Koel (Zudynamys orientalis) drops an egg in the nest of 
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this Crow, in place of that of the common Crow (vide vol. I. p. 
343). I have often heard it called the Raven by Europeans in 
Bengal. Occasionally the Luggur is flown at it, but in general it 
makes such a stout resistance, and shows such fight, that Falconers 
do not like slipping their Hawks at it. 


661. Corvus intermedius, ADAms. 
P. Z. 8. 1859, p. 171, No. 14, Birds of Cashmere. 
THE Biack Hriiu-Crow. 


Descr.—‘ Uniform metallic black ; tail wedge-shaped ; tertials 
mucronate at their tips, as are the tail-featheis also Intermediate 
between the Carrion Crow (corone) and the Jackdaw, smaller than 
corone, not larger than the Indian Jackdaw (C. splendens). 
It is gregarious, feeds on offal and carrion ; its flight is strong and 
rapid, and it is often seen tormenting hites and other large birds. 
It is familiar in its habits, and is generally seen feeding in villages or 
around the hill stations; is abundant on the mountains round the 
Valley of Cashmere, and, castward, on the :anges near the stations 
of Dugshai and Simla, also on the lesser Himalayan ranges.’ 
This is evidently the black Hill-Crow of Theobald, J. A. S. 
vol, XXIII., p. 601. 


3rd Crows—restricted Corvus. 


662. Corvus tenuirostris, Moors. 
Horsr., Cat. 840. 
THE SLENDER-BILLED Crow. 


Deser,—‘ Above glossy purple black, palest on the head, neck, 
back, and body heneath, and there having an ashy cast; forehead 
jet black, contrasting with the ashy cast of the plumage of the 
crown. 

Length 18 inches; wing 124; tail 7; bill at front 24; its height 
at the base ,8,; tarsus 2}. 

From Bombay, from Major Kittve’s collection.’ 

We have no further information where this Crow was obtained. 
I at one time thought that it might have been one of the dark races 
of C. splendens, which it evidently much resembles in the contrasting 
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hue of the forehead and the crown, &c., but its bill and - tarsus 
are longer, the former apparently more slender, and x appears to 
be altogether a larger bird. Is % possible that it is the last-men- 
tioned Hill-crow, ('. intermedius? 

Corvus sinensis, Gould, is nearly related to C. macrorhynchos ; 
and C. pectoralis, Gould, also from China, is recorded in Horsfield’s 
Catalogue. C. enca, Horsfield, from Java, is a small, rather slender- 
billed Crow. Adams states that he thinks he has observed C. 
cornix, or the Hooded Crow, in Ladakh, but he d.d not obtain 
specimens. It has, however, been procured in Affehanistan, 


663. Corvus splendens, Vrertvor. 


Tema, Pl. Col. 425—Syxes, Cat. 118—Jerpon, Cat. 157— 
Brytn, Cat. 451—Honsr , (ai $42—C. monedula indica, Bucn. 
Hamu.ton, MSS.—C. impudicus, Honcson—C. deuricus, apud 
Prarson—Aovwa, Pati-howa and Desi-kowa, V1, in various districts, 
Kag or Kak, Beng.—Manchi kaki, Tel. —Nalla kaka, Tam. 


Tur Common Inpran Crow, 

Deser.—Forehead, sinciput, and lores, glossy black; occiput, 
nape, lrind neck, and ses of neck, purplish ashy ; back, wings, und 
tail, black, with rich purple and steel-blue retlections ; chin, throat, 
and sides of the neck, in part, black, with steel reflections; breast 
ashy, tinged dark ; middle of abdomen dull black, slightly tinged 
with stecl blue. 

Length varies from 15 to above 18 inches; of one of the latter 
dimensions the wing 11}; tail 7; bill at front 22; tarsus 14. 
Of one 15 inches long, the wing was 10; tail 6}. The wings 
reach to less than 2 inches from the end of the tail. Bill and 
legs black ; irides deep brown. 

The common Crow of India is found fom the foot of the 
Himalayas to Ceylon, and eastwards in Assam and part of Arracan. 
Adams states that it occurs in the Valley of Cashmere, and it 
is found in Nepal, but it does not extend into the interior of the 
hills, and is at present quite unknown in Sikhim. It is one of 
the best known and familiar bids in India, being found in vast 
numbers in every city, town, village, and cantonment or camp ; 
and the scientific traveller in India often regrets that such an 
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inappropriate specific name should have been applied to this 
species, fort tends to bring into ridicule, among the unscientific, 
the system of nomenclature. 

This Crow, though eminently social, is not strictly gregarious, but 
it roosts in company in vast numbers, and there are certain spots 
near all large towns or stations, where they nightly congregate 
for this purpose, coming from a distance varying from three to 
ten miles of radius. Great is the clemour in selecting a spot, 
and numerous are the squabbles, and prolunged to a late hour, 
before all are settled for the night; and this noise is increased 
by the swarms of Parrakeets, Mynas, and other birds, that all 
have their night’s lodgings together. 

Very early in the morning, the Crows are on the alert, occasionally 
before daylight, but generally shortly afterwards; and, after a 
considerable amount of cackling and flying hither and thither, 
probably to compare notes of yesterday's success in foraging, 
perhaps to propose an interchange of locality for the day, they 
disperse in parties, varying from two or three to twenty, thirty, or 
more; those that have a distance to go, starting carly, and those 
whose hunting grounds are at hand, taking it more leisurely, 
chatting with their neighbours, or making themselves smart by a 
little extra pruning of their feathers. 

The food of this Crow is greatly varied; but, as a rule, it may 
be said that it lives on the crumbs that fall from the food of man. 
Many natives eat habitually out of doors, and the remnants of 
boiled rice or other grain are thrown away, whilst, in those that 
feed within doors, the fragments are pitched ont at certain stated 
intervals, well known to the Crows of the vicinity, who proceed 
from house to house, warned by some watchful member of their 
community when the feast ia at hand. So well known is the 
process of cooking, that a small fire, or rather its attendant smoke, 
even in some unusual spot, far away from their daily haunt, will 
at once attract one or two hungry Crows, who, if the symptoms of 
food are fasorable, remain for the expected leuvings. In the inter- 
vals between the meals of mankind, some betake themselves early 
in the morning to some plain that has perhaps been flooded, to 
pick up a crab, a frog, a fish, or insect. ‘ Others hant for grubs in 
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ploughed lands, or in pastures, along with cattle, and others may 
be seen ridding cattle of the ticks or other insects that infest them ; 
some betake themeclves to the side cf a river or tank; a few, in 
the vicinity of large rivers or erceks, follow vessels, and hunt with 
the gulls and ters; and nota few, about Calcutta and other large 
cities, find a plentiful repast on the corpse of some dead Hindoo, 
or on that of a dead bullock. A banian tree, a peepul, or other 
tree with ripe fruit, will always be visited by “many Crows; and, 
if a flight of winged termites takes place, morning or evening, 
there are the Ciows to be found in abundance, and adroitly catching 
them in company with Bee-eaters, Kites, King-crows, and, mayhap, 
Bats. In the hot weather the Crows take a long siesta, and evidently 
feel the mid-diy heat much, as they may be seen seated with open 
beaks, gasping for a mouthful of cool air When thcir daily 
avocations are over, they retire, as they issued forth, in various sized 
parties, picking up stragglers by the way from small hamicts or 
single huts. 

The Crow breeds from April to July, according to the locality, 
and, occasionally, two or tnice build in the same tree, though in 
general, there is not more than one. Now and then they select a 
corner of a house or come convenient nook, but generally build in 
trees, making a moderate fabric of sticks, occasionally thinly linea 
with some softer materials An instance is recorded by Mr. 
Blyth, where e pair of Crows, in@alcutta, had built their nest of 
the wires taken off from soda-water bottles, which must have been 
puiloined from come native slop-scller. The eggs are usually four 
in number, and ure gieeni-h blue, spotted and blotched in various 
degrees with brown. They are figured in Jardine’s Contrib. to 
Omithology. As related under the head of the Coel, vol. I. 
p. 343, this Crow's nest is almost cxclusively selected by that 
Cuckoo, to deposit her eges in In defence of her young the 
Crow is very bold, and I have been struck on the head by 
one for carrying off o young bird that had fallen from the 
nest. The young are fed by their parents for long after they quit 
their nest. 

The flight of this Crow is casy and moderately quick, but, when 
pursued by a Brahminy Kite or a Luggur, it is capable of con- 
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siderable speed, and exhibits wonderful activity and cleverness in 
dodging its pursuer. The cunning, familiarity, and intelligence 
of these birds is so great, that pages could be filled with anecdotes 
about them, but my space forbids me to prolong-this account. 
Their great abundance and familiarity is one of the first objects 
that strike the attention of the stranger on landing in India, and 
they often enter rooms through open windows, and carry off food, 
or any object that attracts them. With avery little encouragement 
they may be induced to enter a room in numbers, and take food 
almost from the hand. “ About large towns,” says Mr. Blyth, ‘they 
walk and hop like domestic birds, just stepping aside out of the 
way of the passers-by, and regardless of the ordinary throng; but 
they still retain all the craft and wariness of their tribe, and are 
ever vigilant, making off on the least suspicious movement, or 
even on the fixed glance of a stranger. Their noise is incessant, 
and if any thing, as the sight of a dead crow, excites them, is 
most uproarious and annoying. Lager, bustling, and busy, their 
flight is always ‘singularly hurried, as if time were a matter of 
some conseqvence to them; and in short every trait of the Crow 
tribe is prominently developed in this species. The report of a 
gun excites a grand commotion among the community of crows; 
they circle and cross rapidly to and fro overhead, for the most 
part out of range, cawing lustily, and dodging when the gun is 
pointed at them, whilst others sit observantly on the neigbouring 
house-tops, &c., all Jaunching on the wing on the next discharge 
with clamourous outcry, and then by degrees returning to their 
place of observation.” 

The Crow appears to possess the element of fun, for it may often 
be seen, evidently in sport, to make a swoop at one of its own 
kind, or some other bird, and then fly off, when it has alarmed 
the bird, with loud caws of success at the joke Many anecdotes 
of the cunning of this Crow are to be found in the notes of Sykes, 
Tickell, Burgess, Layard, and Philipps. 

A melanoid variety or race occurs throughout Burmah, south- 
wards from Akyab, which Blyth is inclined to consider distinct. 
Vide J. A. S., 1863, p. 76. 


302 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


Rooks. Frumlegus, Lesson and Gray. 
The Rooks have the ii!! straighter, more slender and pointed 
than the Canion-crows and less bent at the tip; the face of, the 
adult is denude’ of feathers uz to the eyes. They are, perhaps, 


worthy of gener. separation. 


664. Corvus frugilegus, LINNAUTS. 

Gouxp, Birds of Europe, pl. 224—Briytn, Cat. 453—Honsr., 
Cat. 83%. 

Tuk RooK 

Deser.—Black, finely glossed with purple throughout. 

Length 194 to 20 inches; wing 13; tail 7}; bill at front 2}; 
tarsus 1,",; wings reach to within 1 inch or so of the end of the 
tail, 

‘This Rook is found in the Punjab ‘nthe cold weather, and also 
in Cashmere. Dr. Saunders of the Bengel Army first informed 
me of this, and it has been subsequently confirmed by several 
observers. It is also a winter visitant to Affghanistan. As in 
England, it feeds chiefly on plouvhed lands. 

A nearly allied Rook is found in China and Japan, C. pastinator. 
Gould. 

Gen. Conaus, Kauap. 

Syn. Lycos, Boie—Monedula, Brehm. 

Chav —Bill shorter than in Carvus; colours mixed black and 
grey. Associate in large flocks, and nidificate on rocks or high 
buildings, 

The Jackdaws are separated genciically from Corrus on account 
of their much shorter bill, smaller size, and other characters. 


665. Coleus monedula, Linnazus. 


Corvus, apud Linna2us—Gounp, Birds of Europe, pl. 223 
—Brytn, Cat. 454—Honsr., Cat 8$43—Apams, Birds of Cash- 
mere, No. 15. 


Tue Common JACKDAW. 


Descr.—Forehead and top of head black, glossed with purple; 
hind head, ear-coverts, back, and sides of the neck, silvery grey ; 
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wings and tail black, moderately glossed; lower parts dull black, 
not so deep as the upper parts, and only slightly glossed. 

Length about 15 inches; wing 1}; tail 52; bill at front 14; 
tarsus 13. The wings reach to within an inch or so of the end 
of the tail. . 

The Jackdaw is tolorably abundant in Cashmere and in the 
Punjab, in the latter country in the cold weather only. It builds 
in Cashmere in old ruined palaccs, holes in rocks, beneath roofs 
of houses, and also in tall trees, laying four to six eggs, pale 
bluish green, dotted and spotted with brownish black. It has not 
been noticed in any other part of India, but inhabits all Europe 
and Western Asia. 

A second species of true Jackdaw, C. dauricus, Pallas, is found 
in China and Central Asia. 

Many species of Crows are found fh all parts of the world, 
except in Australia; some from Africa, very remurkable tor their 
large size and strong vulturine bills, are rightly separated as 
Corvultur, The habits of some of the African Ilornbills are de- 
scribed as being not unlike those of Carrion-crows (vide vol. I. 
p- 241), and the Darwinian might venture to theorize that 
the high-ridged bill of the Crows above alluded to was inherited 
By them in right of descent from these African Hornbills. 


The next birds are the Nut-crackers, comprising only three 
known species, found in the temperate parts of the Old Continent, 
and the Himalayas: one bird, differing slightly in type, but by 
some referred to this division, Corrus columbianus, Wilson (now 
Picicorvus, Bonaparte), occurs in North America. 


Gen. NucirraGa, Brisson. 


Syn. Caryocatactes, Cuv. 

Char. —Bill straight, subulate, longish ; the tip blunt, not hooked, 
dilated atthe base, and dividing the frontal feathers; short incumbent 
bristles at the base of bill, concealing the nostrils; wings with 
4th and 5th quills sub-equal and longest ; tail moderate, or rather 
long, slightly rounded; tarsus and toes moderate, lateral toes 
nearly equal, hind toe longish; claws slightly curved. 

The Nut-crackers are birds of generally brown color, and spotted 
plumage, and feed chie4y on seeds and nuts, but also on insects 
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and small birds. They breed in holes in trees, which they excavate, 
or enlarge, with their powerfui W oudyerker-like bills, and, like that 
tribe, they are said to chinb weil. aud to peel the bark off trees, to 
get at insects. They are a sort of link between the Crows and 


the Starlings. 


6669 Nucifraga hemispila, Vicons. 
P. Z. S. 1830—GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 86—BrytH, 
Oat. 455—Hoxsr., Cat. 845—Lho-karivo-pho, Lepch. 


Tue Tiwatayan Nvut-cRACKER. 


Deser.—Light umber Liewn ; the top of the head, wings, and 
tail blackish, all the feathers of the tail, except the two centre 
ones, broadly tipped with white; under tail-coverts pure white ; 
ear-coverts, chin (und foichead in some), back, and sides of 
neck, interscapulars, breast, and upper part of the abdomen, spot- 
ted with white. 

Length 15 inches; wing , tail 6}; tarsus 14; bill at front 3 
to 19; height 4. 

‘The bill is shorter and stouter ut the base than in the European 
Nut-crucker, and appioaching that of the days. ‘Lhe wings reach 
to within 14 inch or so of the end of the tail. 

The Himalayan Nut-cracker is found throughout the Iimalayas, 
chiefly ficquenting the pine forests. In Sikhim it is rare, and 
1 only got one specimen, on Mount Tonglo, 10,000 feet high. It is 
said to be more abundant in the interior, where pine forests are 
more prevalent, and occur at lower levcls than in British Sikhim. 
Dr. Adams says that it has a loud discordant ery, like that of 
the Magpie; that it is generally scen at high elevations, and lives 
among the topmust branches of the pine trees. 


667. Nucifraga multimaculata, Gouxp. 
Goutp, Birds of Asia, pl. 


Tux Laraer Spotrep Nut-CRACKER. 


Deser.—General colour chocolate-brown ; wings and tail glossy 
black, the whole body, except the head, including the wing- 
coverts, with long and large blotches of white; primaries with 
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a minute white speck at their tip; secondaries and tertials largely 
spotted at the tip; tail broadly tipped white, except the two 
central tail feathers; under tail-coverts pure white. 

Bill horny brown; legs black. Length nearly 15 inches: 
wing 8}; tail 64; tarsus 14; bill at front 1#; height 4. In this 
species the bill is much more slender than in the last, anc tie 
wings reach to within 2 inches ot the end of thM@tail, which is 
much rounded. 

This fine species of Nutcracker has only been found on the hills 
of the North-western Himalayas, and Cashmere. 


The next group is that of the true Magpics, which differ much 
in their long and highly graduatcd tail, and pied plumage. 


Gen. Pica, Brisson. 

Syn.—Cleptes, Gambel and Gray. 

Char —Bill much as in Corvus, but more slender; wings lors, ; 
Ist quill spurious; 3rd nearly equal to 4th and 5th, which ara 
longest; tail long, graduated; legs and feet strong. Ci viack end 
white plumage. 

The Magpies are smaller birds than the Crows, and of slightet 
build. They are very omnivorous, cunning, and wary; and they 
build large domed nests of sticks with the entrance at one side, and 
lined with mud. They are chiefly inhabitants of the temperate 
and Northern portions of both Continents. One species inhabits 
the confines of the Himalayas, just coming within our limits. 


668. Pica bottanensis, Dezessert. 


Rev. Zool. 1840—Bryru, Cat. 459—Horsr., Cat. 827—P. 
megaloptera, ByTu, J. A. S., XI. 193—P. tibetana, Hopes. 


Tar Hroratayan MAGPIE. 


Descr.—Glossy black, with the scapulars, abdomen, and inner 
webs of the primaries (except at the tip) pure white. 
Length 18 to, 20 inches; wing 9} to 10; tail 103; bill at front 
1; tarsus 23. 
This Magpie has been found in Bootan, and in various parts 
of the extreme limit of the Indian region bordering on Tibet. 
2@Q 


3206 BIRDS OF INDIA. 


The wing is longer, tho tail not so long as in the European 
Magpie, and the grey band across the rump of the latter is 
absent ; the bill too is alsv slighuy longer. 

Adams states that this Magpie inhubits the wildest parts of 
Ladakh, and, says he, “‘ic is strange that a bird whose near ally is so 
fond of fertile localities in Europe, should prefer the wastes of 
little Tibet to tye cultivated and wooded mountains of Cashmere, 
but such is the case; and the Magpie is the same crafty and 
familiar bird among his Tartar friends, as with Englishmen.” 

Pica bactriana, Bonap., from Aifyhanistan, is said to be distinct 
from the Indian bird, more like the European Magpie, and chiefly 
differing in its longer bill; but Adams believes it to be identical 
with the present specics. Pica sericea, Gould, (medta, Blyth,) from 
China, is another closely allied Asiatic specics Thus bird, says 
Swinhoe, roosts in company, sallics out for food, and returns at 
night cackling, curveting, and with sundry antics. The Magpie of 
Europe, as is well known, is celebrated for its ability to imitate 
the human voice, and for its thieving propensities. Besides the 
species above refetred to, there is one from Africa, and one or 
two from North America. , _ 


The next two families differ from the true Corcine by their moro 
rounded wings, and cvlonrs; comprising various shades ot brown, 
fawn, blue, and green, with black and white in some. They are 
all more arboreal than the last. 


Sub-fam., GarRuLin», Jays. 

Bill short and conic in some, longe: and less conic in others; 
the tip often bent down and emarginate; nares usually tufted ; 
wings moderate or short, rounded; 5th quill usually longest; 
tail moderate or very long and graduated; tarsus moderate; feet 
arboreal, toes rather long. 

The Jays comprise several distinct types, the European Jay 
being the typical one; and others, approaching the Magpie in form 
and length of tail, are found in Asia and America. They are 
noisy birds, wander about a good deal, and feed on various kind 


of insects and fruit, occasionally robbing other birds’ nests of 
their eggs or young. 
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Gen. GARRULUS, Brisson. 


Char.—Bill rather short, thick, compressed, conic, slightly 
notched and bent at the tip ; lower mandible, with the gonys, equally 
curved towards the tip; commissure straight ; nostrils oval, basal, 
covered with incumbent plumes and bristles; wings moderate, 
rounded, 5th and 6th quills snb-equal, 5th usually longest, 7th equal 
to the 4th; tail moderate, slightly rounded, or nearly even ; legs 
moderate ; lateral toes slightly unequal. 

The Jays are moderate-sized birds, of pretty plumage, a well 
marked and highly coloured speculum or wing-spot, being found 
on most. They are peculiar to the Old World, being chiefly found 
in the moie temperate climates, and, in India, are confined to the 
Himalayas. They are more frugivorous than most of the Corvia, 
but they will also eat insects, worms, eggs, and even small birds. 
They have a varied voice, and great powers of imitation. Their 
nests are made of sticks lined with roots, and the eggs are greenish 
or grey, more or less spotted. 


669. Garrulus bispecularis, Vicors, 


P. Z. 8. 1830—Gounp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 383—Horsr,, 
Cat. 863—G. ornatus, Gray, Harvw., Ill. Ind, Zool. 1, pl. 23, 
f. 2—Buiyrtn, Cat 476—Lho-karrio-pho, Lepch. 

Tre Himsa an JAY. 

Descr.—General colour light fawn brown or bay , a black stripe 
from the gape below the eye and ear-coverts; upper tail-coverts 
white ; greater wing-coverts and quills black, the primaries edged 
externally with whitish on their outer web, gradually diminishing 
in extent ; two pale sky-blue spots with black bars on the wing, 
formed respectively by the winglet, and the greater part of the 
outer web of the secondaries ; tail black ; beneath paler fawn; vent 
and under tail-coverts white. 

Bill dusky horny; legs dull yellowish; irides red brown. 
Length 12 to 13 inches ; wing 6}; tail nearly 6 ; tarsus 1} nearly ; 
bill at front 1 to 14. The wings do not reach to end of tail by 
3 inches or nearly so, and the tail is barely rounded. 

The Himalayan Jay is found throughout the Himalayas, common 
towards the North-west, rare in the South-east. I only got one 
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specimen at Darjeeling, and the natives were not well acquainted 
with it. It is probatly more common in the interior of Sikhim, 
where pine forests abound. Acams states that it is common in the 
lower ranges of the Himal:yvas, but uot in Cashmere ; and that its 


ery ie loud and harsh. 


670, Garrulus lanceolatus, Vicors. 


P. Z. S. 1830.—Goutp., Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 39, 40—Horsr., 
Cat, 864—G. gularis, Gray, Ilarpw., Il. Ind Zool. 1, pl. 10. 
—Buytn, Cat. 477--G. Vizorsii, Gray, Ill. Ind. Orn. pl. 9 (the 
young bird)—Ban-sarrah of Hillmen at Simla. 


Tue BLACK-THROATED JAY. 


Deser.—Whole hear,, wan crest, face, and ears, black; neck 
behind, and back, pale vinous bay; wings black, the quills with 
a large and broad blue band, bluck-barred, on the outer web, 
the outer edges light, and tipped white; the coverts of the pri- 
maries white, the feathers black at their base, and the two outer 
ones blue-banded en the outer web; the tertiaries the same as 
the back, with » broad black terminal band, tipped white ; tai? blue, 
narrowly barred with black, and with a terminal white Land; 
chin, throat, and upper pa:t of the breast, black, ending in iron 
grey. the feathers lanceolate, and centred or shafted pure white ; 
belly the same colour as the back, but more ieddish. 

The young bird has a vinous tinge, and the white shafts of the 
throat are not developed. ‘The wings reach to about 4 inches from 
the end of the tail, which is much rounded or graduated. 

Length 13 inches; wing 6; tail 64; tarsus 1} to 1,5,; bill 
at front 4. 

This handsome Jay is found only in the N. W. Iimalayas, 
extending to Nepal. It is not known in Sikhim. Hutton says that 
it ig one of the commonest Lirds of the hills about Simla, usually 
appearing in small pattics of five or sx. It breeds in May and 
June. The nest is made of twigs, roots, and fibres, loosely put 
together. The eggs, three or four in number, are greenish stone 


grey, freckled, chiefly at the larger end with dusky, and a few 
black hair-like streaks not always present. 
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Other true Jays, besides G. g/andarius of Britain, are G. japoni-. 
cus, Schlegel, from Japan; G. melanocephalus, Bonelli; G. krynicki 
G. Brandti, and G. Lidthi, apud Bonap., all from Western Asia, the 
first occasionally occurring in Eastern Europe; and G. cervicalis, 
Bonapante, from North Africa. 

A vast number of Jays are found in America, some crested, 
others not, and many wf very beautiful blue plumage. Cyanopica, 
Bonap., has been instituted for some blue jays, one of which 
C. Cookii, is not rare in Spain; and two others are from Central 
and North-eastern Asia. Perisoreus of Bonaparte contains the 
curious Lenius infaustus of Linneus, from the North of Europe 
and Asia, whose habits appear to be much those of some of the 
Babbling Thrushes ; and another species from North America. 


The next genus is® peculiar to ti? hry regions of India and 
China, and the species are remarkable for their beautiful blue plu- 
mage, and very long, graduated tails. They were formerly classed 
with some American Jays under Pstlorhinus, but have Jately been 
justly separated. 


Gen. Urocrssa, Cabanis. 

Syn. Calocitta, Bon.—Psilorhinus Riipp. 

Char.—Bill stout, broad at the basc, moderate or rather long, 
straightish, culmen gently curved and hooked, obsoletely toothed 
at the tip; gonys nearly straight ; rictns with a few weak bristles ; 
nostrils basal, lateral, open, but impended by a few soft lengthened 
bristles ; wings rounded, 4th and 5th quills sub-equal and longest, 
6th about equal to the fourth; tail very long, graduated, with the 
two central feathers much elongated; tarsus moderate; lateral 
toes unequal, claws strong. 

These are beautiful birds of large size, with the bill more 
slender and longer than in the true Jays, either bright red or 
yellow; usually solitary, of wandering habits, noisy, and bear 
confinement well. Three species only arc known: 


671. Urocissa sinensis, Liwwzvs. 
Cuculus, apud Lrynzus—PI. Enl. 622—Horsr., Cat. 860— 
Psilorhinus occipitalis, BLyrH, Cat. 471—Pica erythrorhyncha, 
Guxztixn—Goutp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 41—Psil. albicapillus. 
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Biya (the young bird)—Nil-khant, at Mussvoree—Dig-dall, of 
the Hillmen at Simla. 
Tne Kep-piuLed Buur Macrie. 

Deser.—Whole head, neck, and breast, deep black, with a 
lengthened occipital white band extending from the back of the 
head down the whole neck, gradually shading to bluish; some of the 
feathers of the crown tipped white; man?! and scapulars ashy 
cobalt blue, upper tail-coverts the same, with broad black tips; 
wings fine rich cobalt blue; the quills black on their inner webs, 
and all tipped white; the tail blue, the central feathers tipped 
white, and all the others with a black and white tip; bencath, from 
the breast whitish, with a tinge of purplish ash, 

Bill coral red ; legs orange; irides fine red. Length 26 inches, 
wings 8 ; tail 17 to 18 ; tarsus not quite 2 ; bifl at front 14. 

This splendid bird is found in the [limalayas, from the fur north- 
west to Nepal, replaced towards the cast by the next species. 
It is found chiefly on the Iceser ranges of the hills. Adams states 
that it is pretty common on the ranges round Simla, Kussowlee, 
and to the westward, till replaced by U. flavirostris. It is also 
said to be found in paits of China. It breeds at about 5.000 feet, 
making, says Hutton, a loose nest of twigs, externally lined with 
roots, ‘The nest is built on trees, sometimes high up, at others 
8 or 10 feet fiom the ground. ‘The eggs are from three to five, 
of a dull greenish ash-grey, Wotched und spotted with brown 
dashes, contluent at the larger end. It is very terrene in its habits, 
feeding almost entircly on the ground. Several of these Magpies 
will often follow a Leopaid for more than a mile, perching on the 
trees and bushes above it, and keeping up a continual screeching 
(Ind. Sport. Rev. 1856.) It is sometimes caged, and bears Oi 
ment very well, It will cat raw meat, young or small birdg, insects, 
and, indeed, almost any kind of food. 


672. Urocissa flavirostris, Bryrs. 
Psilorhinus, apud Brytn, J. A. S., XV. 23—Bryts, Cat. 472— 
Hoxsr., Cat. 861— Tying-jongring, Lepch ;—-Piangingjabbring, Bhot. 
’ Tue YELLOW-BILLED Biur MagPre. 
Deser.—Whole head, neck, and breast, deep black, with a narrow 
transverse white occipital band; upper plumage and scapulars 
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purplish ashy; upper tail-coverts, with some small black spots; 
- wings and tail dull cobalt blue, with an ashy tinge; the quills black 
on their-inner webs, and white tipped, and the tail feathers broadly 
tipped black and white, except the centre pair which are only 
tipped with white; beneath, from breast whitish, with a strong 
tinge of purplish ashy. 

Bill yellow; legs orange yellow; irides brownish red. Length 
24 inches; wihg 74; tail 16; tarsus 13; bill at front 19. 

This species differs from the last in its generally duller hue, 
yellow bill, and small occipital maik; the legs, too, are shorter, 
and not so strong. 

The Yellow-billed Magpic is found throughout the Himalayas, 
but confined to certain localities. It is found in Cashmere and at 
Jummoo, in Kumaon, in parts of Nepal, and in Sikhim, where it 
is the only species It occus about Darjceling from 6,000 feet 
to 10,000 fect or so; wanders about a good deal, generally flying 
low, and alighting on low trees and shrubs, sometimes on a stone, 
or the stump of a tree. It lives chiefly on large insccts, grass- 
hoppers, locusts, &c., and it has a loud ringing call which the natives 
attempt to imitate in the names given above, I had the nest and 
eggs brought me once ‘The nest was made of sticks and roots; 
the eggs, three in number, were of a greenish fawn colour, very 
faintly blotched with brown. 

Another species of Urocissa is found in Burmah, U. magni- 
rostris of Blyth, exceedingly similar to U. sinensis. I obtained 
it at Thayet Myo. Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, has two long-tailed 
Jays with black bills from Eastern Asia, which he classes under 
Cyanurus. 


The next genus is also exclusively Indian, and there are only 
three known species. 


Gen Cissa, Boie. 
Syn. Corapica, Lesson--Kilta, Temminck— Citta, Wagler— 
Chlorisoma, Swainscn. 
Char.-—Bill strong, robust, compressed, moderately long, gently 
eurved and hooked, and slightly notched at the tip; gonys 
curving upwards; nostrils basal, impended by short bristles and 
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feathers; rictus slightly bristled; wings rounded ; tail lengthened, 
cuneate ; feet strongish, moderate: lateral toes unequal, inner toe 
much shorter, outer much joined co middle one; claws strong, well 


curved ; hind toe and claw large. 


673. Cissa Sinensis, Brisson. 


Galgulus, apud Brisson—P1. Enl. 620—Horsr., Cat. 859— 
Kitta venatoria, Ginay, Ill. Ind. Zool. 1, pl. 2—Cissa venatoria, 
Buytu, Cat. 468—Corvus speciosus, Su aw— Sirgany, Beng.—-Chap- 
ling-pho, Lepch—Jabling-chapu, Bhot. 


Tie Green JAY. 


Deser.—General color beautiful pale chrysophrase green, fading 
to bluish or bluish green, yellowish on the head, the feathers of 
which are lengthened, forming a crest; a black streak trom the 
lores through the eyes to the nape, meeting the, opposite one, 
and forming the lower part of the crest; wing-coverts and quills 
fine dark red, fading to rufous brown, or greenish brown in old 
specimens; the secondaries tipped pale blue-green, broadly edged 
above with black, tail with the central feathers tipped white, the 
outer ones tipped black and white. 

Bill and legs coral red; irides dark red brown; orbits vermilion. 
Length 154 inches; expanse, 8 inches; wing 6; tail 84; bill at 
front 1g; tarsus 12. 

This lovely bird is found in the South-castern Himalayas; also 
in the hill ranges of Assam, Sylhet, Arracan, and Tenasscrim. 
It is not rare in Sikhim from 1,200 fect to 5,000 feet or nearly so. 
It waders about from tree to tree, and picks various insects, 
grasshoppers, locusts, mantides, dc., off the leaves and branches. 
It has a rather loud, not unpleasant call, besides the usual harsh 
ery of the Jays and Magpics. They are frequently tamed and 
caged, and become, says Blyth, “ very tame and fearless, arc very 
amusing and imitative; sing lustily a loud and screeching strain 
of their own, with much gesticulation, and are highly carnivorous 
in their appetite. The Shrike-like habit, in confinement, of placing 
a bit of food between the bars of their prison, is in no species, 
more strongly exemplified than in this.” ‘ 
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Buch. Hamilton states that it is said to be trained in Tipperah 
to hunt like a hawk, and ¢atch small birds. 

Another very closely allied species, Cissa thalassina, Temminek, is 
found in Sumatra; and a beautiful species has lately been found in 
Ceylon, Cissa ornatu, Wagler, (C. puella, Blyth,) which has a chea- 
nut head, neck and wings; the rest of the body bright cobalt blue. 

The next sub-family have still shorter and more rounded wings, 
and are, perhaps, still more arboreal. 


Sub-fam. DENDROCITTINA. 


Syn. Callwatine, Gray—Glaucopine, Swainson and Horsfield. 

Bill short, with the culmen much elevated and curved, quite 
entire at the tip, gonys straight ; commissure curved ; nares pro- 
tected by dense, velvety, short feathers ; wings short, rounded ; tail 
long, graduated ; tarsus short, stout; feet arboreal with the lateral 
toes slightly unequal. 

The Tree-crows or Magpies differ from the Jays by their still 
‘shorter, more curved beaks, more rounded wings, and strictly 
arboreal habits. They fieqnent forests in the hills, and well- 
wooded districts, and several are peculiar to the Himalayas. others 
to the hill ranges of Southern India, one only being found 
throughout the plains. They feed both on fruit and insects, and 
occasionally even capture you yg and sickly birds. They only 
take -hort fllehes, have loud chattering notes, and are mostly 
confined to the Indian province, one geans only being African, 
for | exclude the Sus rahan birds penerally placed here by Gray 
‘and- others, Glaucopis and Steuthidea (vide page 10), 


Gen. Dexprocitra, Gould. 


Char.—Bill short or moderate, compressed, well curved from the 
base ; nostrils small, basal, concealed by short incumbent feathers; 
wings short, rounded, 5th and 6th quills longest, 4th, sub-equal ; 
secondaries nearly as long as the primaries; tail elongate, wedges 
shaped, with the two central feathers produced; feet moderate or 
short, arboreal; middle toe short, lateral tocs unequal, hind toe 
and claw rather large. 

This is a peculiarly Indian group, one or two species only 
extending into the Malayan countries, 

28 
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674. Dendrocitta rufa, Scoroxt. 


Corvus, spud Scorots—BirtH, Cat. 463—Horsr., Cat. 848— 
Pica vagabunda, ViriLLoT—Gray and Hanow., Ill. Ind. Zool. 1, 
pl. 25--Gouxp, Cent. Hin. Kirds, pl. 42—Jervon, Cat, 159—P. 
rufiventris, VierLLoT—Ma‘a-lat, H. i.e, Large Shrike—Kotri, 
Tl. in Bengal—Zakka-chor, Beng.,i.e, Rupee thief—also Handi- 
chacha, Beng., i. ¢., Pan-scraper, imitative of its cry—Mahtad and 
Chand, Sindh—Gokurayi, Tcl., vulgo, Konda-Lati-gadu, Tel. 


Tue Common Inpran Macrir. 


Deser. Whole head, neck, and bieast, sooty brown, or blackish, 
deepest on the forchead, chin, and thioat, and passing into dusky 
cinercous; scapulars, buck and upper tail-covcrts durk ferruginous; 
wing-coverts, and the outer web of the secondaries, light grey, 
almost whitish in some; rest of the quills black; tail ashy-grey, 
the feathers all broadly tipped with black, least so on the centre 
feathers; beneath, from the breast, f rruginous or fulvous. . 

Bill black ; irides blood-red ; legs daik slaty. Length 16 inches; 
wing 6; tail 10; biil at froat thiough the fontal bristles 1, 
height 4 inch; tarsus 1 4, 

The Indian Mazpie is found throughout all India, from the ex- 
treme south to the foot of the Himalayas on the cast; but in the 
North-west ascending appamently to some height It catends to 
Assam and even to China, Adams says that it is found im Cashmere, 
and that itis common on all the lesser ranges of the North-western 
Tlimalayas.* In the plains it is most common in well-wooded 
districts; and, mm the Carnatic, and bare table land, it is only 
found occasionally about the larger tuwns, and in hilly jungles ; 
but, as you go futher north, it is to be seen in every grove 
and garden, and about every village It occurs singly oc- 
casionally, very frequently in pairs, and now and uben a staal 
parties. It flies from tree to tice with a slow undulating flight. 
At times it feeds almost exclusively upon fruit, but at other times 
on insects, grasshoppers, locusts, mantiles, and caterpillars. ‘The 
natives always assert that it destroys young birds and eggs, and 
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consider it of the Shrike genus. Mr. Smith says, “he has known 
this bird enter a. covered verandah of a house, and nip off half a 
dozen young geraniums, visit # cage of small birds, begin by 
stealing the grain, and end by killing and eating the birds, and 
repeating thes@ visits daily till destroyed.” Mr. Buckland informs 
me that he has known it enter a verandah and catch bats. It has 
a varicty of notes; the usual harsh cry of the Magpie; a clear 
whistling, somewhat metallic call, which Sundevall syllabizes into 
Kohlee-oh-koor, or Kohiee-oh ; the Pengalees into ‘ Kotree’; and it has 
also a fecble indistinct nute at the pairing season, which the male 
utters, and the female responds to in a sort of chuckle. When 
several pairs are together, they have a curious guttural call, which 
the Revd. Mr. Philipps, as quoted by Tlorsficld, says, ‘sounds 
like kakak cr keke-kak, repeated several times,’ It builds a large 
nest of sticks, gencrally on Jofty trees, and lays three or four eggs 
of a light greenish fawn colour, sometimes with a few indistinct 
pale brown blotches. 

Buch. Hamilton says :—‘‘ The Bengalese women imagine when- 
ever they hear this bird calling, that it forebodes the approach of 
religious mendicants, who, by partaking of the fare prepared for 
the family, will clean the pots used in cooking; from which 
circumstance, its native name is derived” (Pan-scraper) ;* hence 
he called it Corvus mendicantium, or the Beggar's Crow. 


675. Dendrocitta pallida, Bryrs. 
J. A. S. XV. 30—Biyru, Cat. p. 336—Horsr., Cat. 849. 


Tue Pate Macrte. 

Deser.—Plumage as in D. rufa, but altogether much paler; the 
back and scapularics isabelline, with a shade of dusky, but devoid 
of any decided rufous tinge; rump paler ; the belly, and lower tail- 
coverts pure isabelline, or buffy cream colour. “The hue of the 
lower parts,” says Blyth, ‘‘ approaches that of the young of D. rufa, 
but the much firmer structure of the plumage, indicative of 
maturity, at.once distinguishes it from that species.” 

Length 15 inches; wing 54; tail 82; bill at front 1; tarsus 1}. 

This species, if really distinct from the last, has only been 
found in the extreme North-west Himalayas, bordering on 
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Affghanistan. It is perhaps Adams’ species referred to D. rufa, as 
found in Cashmere. 


676. ‘Dendrocitta Sinensis, Latuam. 


Corvus, apud LarHam—Gnray and Harpw., Ill. Ind. Zool. 1, pl. 
26—Gou.p, Cent. Ilim. Birds, pl. 43—BiyTu, Cat 464— 
Horar., Cat. 850—Jerpon, (at. 461—Kokia-kak at Mussooree— 
Rarrio-pho, Lepch.—Karriah-ban, Bhot. 

Tur Himavayan MaGrie. 

Descr.—Forchead, lores, and patch over the eye, black; chin, 
throat, and car-coverts sooty-brown ; top of head, nape, and hind 
neck, bluish ashy; muntle and scapulars earthy brown; rump 
and upper tail-coverts cinereous ; wings (with their coverts) black, 
with a white spot, formed by a bar across the base of the pri- 
maries; tail with the two centie feathers cinereous, passing 
into black at the tip, all the others black; lower paits, from 
the throat, reddish cinereous, palise on the lower abdomen and 
thigh-coverts ; under tail-coverts rich chesnut. 

Bill horny black ; legs dusky black; irides red brown. Length 
16 inches; wing 54; tuil 84; tarsus 1$; bill at front 14, tess 

strongly curved and houvked than in the la-t two. 

This Magpie is found throughout the Himalayas, and occur: 
very raicly on the hills of Southern India. 1 got a specimen, said 
to have been killed on the Kastern Ghats, and fancied that I saw 
it on the Seg>or pass of the Neilgherries. Horsfield also has one 
specimen from Madras. Onthe Iimalayas it is very abundant 
from 2,000 fect up to 7,000 fect, mostly so perhaps from 4,000 to 
6,000 feet. It is found in the more open parts of the forest, and 
near cultivation and villages. Like its congeners it is @ noisy 
bird, and has a variety of notes, similai in character to those of 
D. rufa. It usually feeds on trees, on insects and fruit, I have, 
however, scen it on the ground eating grain. I have had the nest 
and eggs brought me at Darjecling frequently. The nest is made 
of sticks and roots, and the eggs, three or four in number, are of 
a pale dull greenish fawn colour, with a few pale reddish brown 
spots and blotches, sometimes very indistinct. Hutton, who got 
the eggs at Mussooiee, describes them as dull greenish ash, with 


